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Completed requests for variances submitted prior to the first Thursday of the month will be 
considered by the Planning Commission at its next meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month. 
Requests submitted after the first Thursday of the month will be considered at the following 
meeting. All final decisions on variance applications are made by the City Council, which meets 
on the second Tuesday every month. 

1. Name of Applicant(s) _____________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________ State _______ Zip Code ___________ 

Business Phone _______________________ Home Phone _______________________ 

2. Address of Property Involved if different from above: ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Name of Property Owner(s) if different from above and describe Applicant’s interest in 
the property: 
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Specific Code Provision from which Variance is requested: ________________________ 

5. Describe in narrative form what the Applicant is proposing to do that requires a variance: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Application Received Date: __________________    Amount Paid: $_________________  

Payment Type (Circle One): Cash / Check / Money Order / Credit Card  

Check/Money Order #_________________  

Application Complete?     Yes   No      If no, date application was deemed complete: ____________ 

Signature of City Planner: __________________________________ Date: __________________ 

City of Birchwood Village 
Petition for Variance Application 

 
207 Birchwood Ave, Birchwood, MN 55110 
Phone: 651-426-3403 Fax: 651-426-7747 

Email: info@cityofbirchwood.com 
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6. Type of Project: 

□ New Construction (empty lot) 
□ Addition 
□ Demolition 
□ Landscaping 
□ Repair or removal of nonconforming structure 

□ Other (describe) ____________________________________________________ 

7. Type of Structure Involved: 

□ Single Dwelling   □ Double Dwelling 
□ Garage     □ Addition 
□ Tennis Court    □ Pool 
□ Grading/Filling    
□ Other (describe) ____________________________________________________ 

8. Using the criteria from the City Code for a variance (see last page), explain why a 
variance is justified in this situation and describe what “Practical Difficulties” exist:   

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Describe any measures the Applicant is proposing to undertake if the variance is granted, 
including measures to decrease the amount of water draining from the property:  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Describe any alternatives the Applicant considered (if any) that do not require a variance:  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Can an emergency vehicle (Fire Truck or Ambulance) access all structures on the 
property after the proposed change?    Yes □    No □   
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12. Does the proposed change bring any other nonconforming use into conformity with the 
City Building Code?    Yes □    No □   

If yes, explain: ______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Are there other governmental regulations that apply to the proposed action, including 
requirements of the Rice Creek Watershed District?    Yes □    No □   

If yes, please identify the regulations AND attach evidence demonstrating compliance:  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Please provide the applicable information in the following Table: 

 EXISTING PROPOSED CHANGE 

1. Total Square Footage of Lot    

2. Maximum Impervious 
Surface (25% of item 1) 

   

3. Roof Surface    

4. Sidewalks    

5. Driveways    

6. Other Impervious Surface    

7. Total of Items 3-6    

8. Percent Impervious Surface    

 

15. Please attach the following: 

□ Legal description of property. 
□ Plot plan drawn to scale showing existing and proposed new and changed 

structures on the lot. Also show existing structures on adjacent lots.   
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Criteria for Granting a Variance.  Pursuant to Minn. Stat. Sec. 462.357, subd. 6, as it may be amended 
from time to time, the Planning Commission may issue recommendations to the City Council for variances 
from the provisions of this zoning code.  A variance is a modification or variation of the provisions of this 
zoning code as applied to a specific piece of property. 

Variances to the strict application of the provisions of the Code may be granted, however, no variance may 
be granted that would allow any use that is prohibited within the City.  Conditions and safeguards may be 
imposed on the variances so granted.  A variance shall not be granted unless the following criteria are met: 

SUBD. 1. 

A. Variances shall only be permitted  
i. when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the ordinance and  

ii. when the variances are consistent with the comprehensive plan.  

B. Variances may be granted when the applicant for the variance establishes that there are practical 
difficulties in complying with the zoning ordinance.  

SUBD. 2.  "Practical difficulties," as used in connection with the granting of a variance, means that  

i. Special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure, or building 
involved. 

ii. The condition which result in the need for the variance were not created by the applicant's action 
or design solution.  The applicant shall have the burden of proof for showing that no other 
reasonable design solution exists. 

iii. The granting of a variance will result in no increase in the amount of water draining from the 
property. 

iv. Granting the variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property, or 
unreasonably diminish or impair established property values within the surrounding area, or in any 
other respect impair the public health, safety, or welfare of the residents of the City. 

v. No variance shall be granted simply because there are no objections or because those who do not 
object outnumber those who do. 

vi. Financial gain or loss by the applicant shall not be considered if reasonable use for the property 
exists under terms of the Zoning Code. 

NOTICE: 
*The City and its representatives accept no responsibility for errors and/or damages caused 
due to incomplete and/or inaccurate information herein. It is the responsibility of the 
applicant to ensure the accuracy and completeness of this information.  

*The City will hold applicant responsible for any damage to public property that occurs in 
the course of performing the activities of this permit. 

*Under penalty of perjury the applicant declares that the information provided in and 
enclosed herewith is complete and all documents represented are true and correct 
representations of the actual project/building that will be built in conformance with such 
representation if approved.   

Signature of Applicant:  _______________________________ Date: ___________________ 


