CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING
September 7, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members, Randy LaFoy and Bill Hullsiek.  Absent: Mark Anderson, Kevin Woolstencroft

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator; Alan Kantrud, City Attorney

OTHERS PRESENT: Jim & Debbie Herrod, Terry: Midwest Fence Representative 

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Administrator Anderson: some issues came about with the construction of a fence at 483 Lake Ave. The issue was with the structure height allowed by City Code and what was built on site. After the construction of the fence, some complaints had been registered regarding the height of the fence/design and what is allowed in City Code 605.043. 


CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   Review Ordinance 302.045 (Fence Height) and 302.070 City Fence Ordinance
Administrator Anderson: Presented a summary of the fence at 483 Lake Ave from the start of the permit process to the current state of the construction. 

Mayor and Council: Discussed the ordinance language.

Resident Harrod: Explained their situation on the fence and believe the fence is in compliance with city code. She believes the posts are in compliance, but some of the boards might be too tall. After speaking with Midwest Fence and standard fence construction she believes the fence is to code. 

Terry MWF: boards are cut at a standard 6” and placed a few inches off the ground. Midwest Fence installs 3400-3600 fences per year. All of those installations vary in style but standard process applies to all. The open air space is compliant to the 30% required by the City. The fence posts are always placed higher than the boards. We use 9” posts and place them in the ground to stand over the boards. We never recommend the fence boards be placed on the ground as they are not treated. 

Mayor Wingfield: Discussed the language and expressed the need for it to be revamped. She asked Attorney Kantrud where the City stands tonight on the fence at 483 Lake Ave according to current code language.

Attorney Kantrud: Gave his comments about the fence ordinance and how the City uses common practice in determining fence height. He mentioned how he likes St. Paul’s language on how they give an overall height. He recommends changing our language to give an overall height and table this manner until a future meeting while council looks at alternative language. 

Mayor Wingfield: Would like to see posts included in the overall height and until then table the matter. 

Attorney Kantrud: Stated that this is a zoning issue, the Planning Commission will need to review it to give their comments and recommendations to Council. 

Mayor Wingfield: Agreed to table this matter, have this reviewed at a Planning Commission Meeting and will present a first reading at the October meeting. 



ADJOURN: The meeting ended at 7:30 p.m.
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