
CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 

 

MINUTES 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council Members: Kevin Woolstencroft, 

Jonathan Fleck, Randy LaFoy, and Jessi Aakre. 

STAFF PRESENT: Tobin Lay, City Administrator; Alan Kantrud, City Attorney; Steve Thatcher, 

City Engineer. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Mary Jane LaVigne (31 Birchwood Lane), Ken Kixmoeller (35 Birchwood 

Lane), Allen Christian (31 Birchwood Lane). 

 

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

AGENDA APPROVAL  

A. Mayor Wingfield added several items to her section of the regular agenda. 
B. MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY 

COUNCILMEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS 
AMMENDED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 
 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM  

A. No public comments made.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Deer Management Town Hall Meeting at 7pm Thurs Sept 12 at City Hall 
B. SCC Community Meeting at 5:30pm Sept 12 at 2460 East County Rd F 
C. Due to library closure, meetings now held in surrounding communities. Presentation on history of 

prohibition will take place at Birchwood Village Town Hall on October 14th at 6:30pm 
D. We are social, follow us on Facebook at @BirchwoodCityHall or Twitter at @CityofBirchwood 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes from August 13, 2019 
B. Approve Special Meeting Minutes from August 21, 2019 



C. Approve Deer Management Town Hall Meeting Agenda 
D. Approve Treasurer’s Report 

MAYOR WINGFIELD REQUESTED TO PULL CONSENT AGENDA ITEM C TO DISCUSS 
INDIVIDUALLY. MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER AAKRE AND SECONDED 
BY COUNCIL MEMBER FLECK TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS AMMENDED. 
ALL AYES. COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY ABSTAINED FROM VOTING ON CONSENT 
AGENDA ITEM B. MOTION PASSED.  

 

CITY BUSINESS – REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. City Engineer Report 
a. Lift Station #1 Update & Select Winning Bid 

i. Mayor Wingfield: Summarized history of problem and process to solve since 
December 2018 

ii. City Engineer Thatcher:  
1. Announced two bids received by the City:  

a. Peterson Companies, Inc.  
b. Meyer Contracting, Inc.  

2. Made recommendation to city council to hire Peterson Companies, Inc.  
iii. Mary Jane LaVigne & Allen Christian (31 Birchwood Lane): Asked Council 

to clarify where the City currently stands in decision making process. Expressed 
comments and concerns on options listed by City Engineer’s report. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO EXTEND TIME BY 10 MINUTES. ALL AYES. 
MOTION PASSED. 
 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
LAFOY TO APPROVE THE BID TO PETERSON COMPANIES, INC., AND AUTHORIZE 
CITY ENGINEER AND CITY ATTORNEY TO FINALIZE CONTRACT TO EXPEDITE 
PROCESS. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 
 

b. Lake Ave Mill, Overlay & Drainage Update 
i. City Engineer Thatcher: Announced the City needs to begin work on 

finance/assessment hearings. 
ii. City Administrator Lay: Confirmed with council that drainage is included in 

project. 
iii. Mayor Wingfield: Requested City Administrator reach out to contractor and 

provide update to City Council on timing of project. 
 

B. 2020 Budget Proposal 
a. Review and Discussion 

i. City Administrator Lay: Introduced proposal 2020 budget and answered 
questions. 

ii. Council & City Administrator: Deliberated details of 2020 budget proposal 



COUNCILMEMBER AAKRE DIRECTED CITY ATTORNEY TO MEET WITH 
WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL OF SERVICE LEVEL 
AGREEMENT ADDITION TO SERVICE CONTRACT. 

COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY DIRECTED CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO INQUIRE ABOUT 
POTENTIAL COST OF ADDING SPOT TREATMENT FOR STREET SWEEPING AS 
NEEDED. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER FLECK TO ADD 15 MINUTES TO EXTEND DELIBERATION ON 
AGENDA ITEM B BY 15 MINUTES. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

b. Approve for Submission 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER FLECK AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER AAKRE TO ADD $100,000.00 TO THE LEVY TO SUNSET AFTER FOUR 
YEARS AND APPROVE 2020 BUDGET OF $488,500.00. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

MAYOR WINGFIELD DIRECTED CITY ADMINISTRATOR LAY TO RESEARCH 
POSSIBILITY OF LISTING THE $100,000.00 LEVY AS A SPECIAL LINE ITEM ON 
GENERAL LEVY. 

 

C. First Reading Ordinance 2019-08-02, Section 201 Amendments 
a. Approve First Reading 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER AAKRE AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 2019-08-
02. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

b. Order Public Hearing and Second Reading 
i. Mayor Wingfield: Confirmed notice of public hearing and second reading will 

be published to public notice bulletin board and in subsequent agenda packet. 

MAYOR WINGFIELD STRUCK AGENDA ITEM D; CITY INVESTMENTS 

D. Approve Deer Management Town Hall Meeting Agenda (Pulled from Consent Agenda) 

MAYOR WINGFIELD AND COUNCIL MEMBERS DIRECTED CITY ADMINISTRATOR LAY 
TO INCLUDE FURTHER DETAILS ON TOWN HALL AGENDA ITEMS FOR 9/12/2019 TOWN 
HALL. 

E. Resolution 2019-22, Bee City Pollinator Policy 
a. Council Deliberation and Approval 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY MAYOR 
WINGFIELD TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2019-22, BEE CITY POLLINATOR POLICY. ALL 
AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

F. Council Member Reports 
a. Mayor Wingfield: 



i. Instructed City Administrator Lay to include interviewing Assessors and passing 
a resolution to give a 6 month notice to Washington County of termination of 
assessing services in the October Regular Meeting Agenda. 

ii. Instructed City Attorney Kantrud and City Administrator Lay to work with White 
Bear Lake on possibility of renegotiating Fire contract termination clause. 

iii. Inquired on whether a response has been received from Washington County on 
flooding concern. 

iv. Instructed City Administrator Lay to contact Hall Avenue residents in regard to 
relocation of mailboxes & placing the discussion on the October Regular City 
Council Meeting Agenda. 

v. Asked City Attorney Kantrud for an update on research of public easement on Kay 
Beach. 

vi. Instructed City Administrator Lay to include discussion of adding surcharge to 
water bill for water meter upgrades on October Regular City Council Meeting 
Agenda 

MAYOR WINGFIELD AND COUNCIL AGREED TO STRIKE CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

G. City Administrator’s Report 
a. Repair Damage to Tighe-Schmitz Park 

i. City Administrator Lay: Informed Council of need to repair park after damage 
caused by independent contractors hired by resident. 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL DIRECTED CITY ATTORNEY KANTRUD AND CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR LAY TO PROVIDE ABATEMENT ORDER TO RESIDENT REFERENCED 
IN AGENDA ITEM G, SUBSECTION A. 

b. City Hall update – MN Historical Society Grant 
i. City Administrator Lay: Informed Council of the city being awarded $9,900.00 

to research historical significance of the City’s village hall. 
 

ADJOURN 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER AAKRE AND SECONDED BY 
COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:24 PM. 

 
 

    ATTEST: 
 
 

 

Tobin Lay 

City Administrator - Clerk 

 

Mary Wingfield 

Mayor 


