CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
October 11, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson Randy LaFoy and Bill Hullsiek.  

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator; John Manship, City Water. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Bryan McGinnis, James Nelson, Gene Ruehle, Susan Mahoney, Mike Evangelist, Lynn Hanson, and others.

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Mayor Wingfield: Added 1) Roads Committee, 2) Manship / water supply issue / joint powers agreement.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Bryan McGinnis (194 Wildwood): He requested Council take action on possible violations of zoning code 302.055 – land disturbance activity standard. He pointed out 3 examples of properties he thought were in violations but believed that this code was not being adequately enforced in general. The three properties he gave as examples were 433 Lake, 232 Wildwood, and 369 Wildwood. 

Mayor Wingfield & Council Members:  Discussed the properties in question and said that they were aware of the problems at each and had already been working to correct them.  

James Nelson (256 Wildwood): He added to the comments made by the previous resident, saying that there remains a lot of sand and silt on the roads. He guessed that 90% of the silt problem originates from 232 Wildwood but pointed out that there are other problems throughout the City that need to be addressed that add to this problem. The overflow water drain behind City Hall, for example, is ineffective and should be excavated. He suggested Council resolve this problem with a committee modeled after the Roads Committee who would use the Dock Ass’n funds. Funds from the Dock Ass’n should be used for projects like this that help save the lake and not for unrelated projects like Music-in-the-Park. He also thanked the Mayor and Council for running the City efficiently. 

Mayor Wingfield: She said that Council was talking about ways to solve this silt problem, including collecting upfront clean-up fees from contractors working within the City. 

Gene Ruehle (262 Wildwood): Agreed with comments from the other residents about the water basin problem. 

Mayor Wingfield: Agreed that the storm sewer system is probably not a comprehensive one and it should be looked at from a big picture perspective. 

Mayor Wingfield: She announced the upcoming leaf pick-up service. H&B will provide this service and will post signs throughout the City shortly. The pick-up will take place on two separate Mondays, two weeks apart, and the cost will be $25 for a small pile, $50 for a large pile, and huge piles will be determined on a case-by-case basis. There is also a $2 fee charged to the City for this service. 

John Manship: He updated Council on an incident that occurred the previous Saturday in Oakhill Court where someone had blown air into the City water system while blowing out an irrigation system. This is a contamination issue so he notified neighboring homes to flush their systems; he flushed the fire hydrants; and he notified the State Health Dept., which is testing the water. He said that this kind of mistake is extremely rare but potentially dangerous and the City should consider updating its Ordinances to establish a protocol for maintaining and inspecting irrigation systems. He spoke to the City of White Bear Lake and was told that an error of this kind in that City would lead to the contractor being banned from operating in the City. He suggested requiring the backflow preventer be installed inside the home, up-stream from any irrigation system and requiring the home owner or contractor to pay for violations to the ordinance/protocol. He said he would work with City Administrator Anderson to draw up recommendations. The current cost to the City for this error is between $500-$600. 

He also informed the Council that he has spoken to the Public Works department of White Bear Township and recommends the City establishes a Joint-Powers Agreement with them to provide backup water maintenance in his absence. He currently sets up a backup whenever he will be unavailable but he thinks an agreement with the Township would be better for the City. He would continue to coordinate any need for backup.  

Mayor Wingfield: She said she spoke with the homeowner where the irrigation problem occurred. The homeowner was apologetic for the error and accepted blame. She asked John to put together a rough amount that will be billed to the home owner, about $500-$600. 

Councilmember Hullsiek: He suggested requiring a permit for having an irrigation system.

City Administrator Anderson: He created a draft joint powers agreement to use with White Bear Township but has not yet contacted the Township. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Patty Wetterling will be speaking at the November 1 regular City Council meeting, which starts at 7:00 p.m. It will also be available online. 

Elections will be held at City Hall on November 8 from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
A.   Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes from September 13, 2016.

Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: Identified several errors in the Minutes and asked that a revised version be presented at the next Council Meeting. 

B.   Approval of Special Meeting Minutes September 7, 2016.

Mayor Wingfield: Requested that errors in these Minutes also be corrected and a revised version be presented at the next Council Meeting.

C.   Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: Identified many problems with the financial report as prepared from the new version of CTAS and asked City Administrator Anderson what can be done to correct these problems.

City Administrator Anderson: Informed the Council that the City received an update to the CTAS program and was still working out all of the bugs. The upgrade was necessary as the old version was no longer supported by the State Auditor and was not compatible with year-end reporting procedures with the State. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE CITY’S BILLS. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   First Reading: Ordinance 302.045 and 302.070 (Fence language)

Administrator Anderson: He provided a summary of the recommended changes to Ordinance 302.045 and 302.070 that came out of the Joint Planning and Council Meeting. 

Susan Mahoney (479 Lake Ave): She reiterated her concern as presented at a previous Council meeting, that posts should be defined as part of the fence guidelines and accordingly should not be taller than 72”.

Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: Explained that the previous code was somewhat ambiguous as to fence posts. After consulting numerous outside sources, the Council determined that the standard practice in the industry and other Cities has been to not include posts in the fence guidelines. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HULLSIEK TO APPROVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 302.045 AND 302.070. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B.   Dock Association: Mike Evangelist 
Mike Evangelist & Lynn Hanson (Birchwood Dock Ass’n): They informed Council that the Dock Ass’n has decided to remove the docks within the following week; except Kay Dock, which was taken over by the City. They passed out the latest Dock Waiting List and explained the new lottery scheme as proposed by the Dock Ass’n that is meant to avoid problems like those that occurred this past summer. They also recommended Council update Ordinance 617.380 section 6 to allow longer boats at all of the City’s beaches, not just at Birch. Because Birch is such a popular dock, the Ass’n has discussed possible dock reconfiguration in the future to allow more boats. 
Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: They questioned Mr. Evangelist and Mr. Hanson Further regarding Ass’n procedure, dock configurations, and removal of Kay Dock. They discussed the dock arrangements and identified errors in the Dock Permit application that was included in the packet. Councilmember Hullsiek will email the correct dock configuration and details from last year’s permit application to City Administrator Anderson. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY TO SUBMIT THE CITY AND DOCK ASSOSICATION DOCK PERMIT APPLICATION TO THE WHITE BEAR LAKE CONSERVATION DISTRICT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.
C.   Council Member LaFoy Updates
a.   Generator Decal
Councilmember LaFoy: He introduced details and cost estimates for putting photo decals on the Wildwood Park generator and showed samples. 
Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: They discussed the details presented by Councilmember LaFoy and suggested additional options; including planting brush or installing a fence. The Council agreed to have Councilmember LaFoy research info regarding planting around the generator; LaFoy accepted. 
b.   AED Update
Councilmember LaFoy: He informed Council that Councilmember Anderson had offered to donate an AED machine for City Hall. The machine will need a new battery and pads, which he presented a quote for. He also recommended purchasing an AED cabinet that would be linked to White Bear Lake Fire Dept.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HULLSIEK TO APPROVE THE QUOTE FOR $671 AND PURCHASE OF MATERIALS USED TO UPDATE THE AED, AS DISCUSSED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.
D.   Wetterling Signs/Postings
Mayor Wingfield & Council Members: They discussed advertising measures being taken for the November 1 Wetterling presentation. Councilmember LaFoy will lend his A-Frame signs. City Administrator Anderson has posted it to the City website and will also have it published in the newspaper and post it on the City Hall bulletin board.
E.   Noise Complaints
Mayor Wingfield: She said that the noise ordinance needs to be amended because as written, the Sheriff’s Dept. has not been able to enforce the code in relation to several noise complaints received recently. She recommended that this be tabled until City Attorney Kantrud is in attendance.
F.   Plaque for Jeffrey Lutz at Hockey Rink    
Mayor Wingfield: She explained that some residents have requested to have a plaque made and installed in honor of Jeffrey Lutz, who has spent many hours teaching children at the Hockey Rink. Mr. Lutz passed away this past summer.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE THE REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CREATION OF THE JEFFERY LUTZ PLAQUE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.
G.   Special Revenue Account #210 
Mayor Wingfield: She confirmed with City Administrator Anderson that payment of lift fees and boat fees are being sought and will be coming into the Special Revenue Account.  

H.   City Administrator’s Report 
AC Unit at City Hall
Administrator Anderson: He introduced new bids for replacing City Hall’s AC Unit. He is still awaiting more quotes and will present those at the December Council meeting. 

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER LAFOY TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:06 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
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