CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
May 10, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson and Randy LaFoy. Not present: Council member Hullsiek 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator; Alan Kantrud, City Attorney; Steve Thatcher, City Engineer

OTHERS PRESENT: John Lund, Parks and Natural Resources Committee;  Gene Ruehle, Roads Committee; Steve Wolgamot, resident of Mahtomedi; David Domack, Tennis Sanitation; Alan Mitchell; and others 

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Mayor Wingfield: Added the following subjects to the agenda: 1) update on sewer lift stations; 2) update on lift station generator. Also, MS4 will be moved to the June Council meeting and a public hearing order needs to be made for that.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Roads Committee Member Gene Ruehle: The Roads Committee recommends Council approve the purchase and installation of stop signs at each of the crosswalks throughout the City. He also requested permission to spend beyond the $1,000 approved by Council in April as he anticipates the stop signs will cost more than that. The Committee also recommended the City trim the overgrowth at several blind corners throughout the City. The next Roads Committee meeting will be held July 6th at 6:30pm in City Hall - all are invited to attend. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated over the recommendations and approved the Committee's spending over the $1,000 limit that was approved for this project in April. Council also agreed that the City should schedule routine maintenance of overgrowth along the roadways throughout the City. 

Steve Wolgamot, Resident of Mahtomedi: He submitted materials to the Council on advisory lanes as a method of slowing down traffic on the roads and recommended Council read and consider changing the City's problem roads to an advisory lane design.

Mayor & Council Members: Agreed to read the material. They invited Mr. Wolgamot to approach the City of Mahtomedi to coordinate with Birchwood’s speed limit and road width.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Plant exchange will be held on Saturday, June 4th, at 10:00am at City Hall. Citywide Garage Sale will be held on Saturday, June 11th. CenturyLink contract is just about completed. 

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON. THREE AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   Tennis Sanitation Request for Rate Increase 
Administrator Anderson: He explained to Council that Tennis Sanitation has serviced the City for many years and has not raised its fee since 2010. It is for this reason that Tennis Sanitation comes before the Council tonight. 
David Domack, Tennis Sanitation: He requested a 5% rate adjustment to cover unexpected increases to the company's expenses. The contract only has one year left on it and he hopes to extend that contract later this year. He also provided a recap of the City's recycling program.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE A 5% RATE INCREASE TO THE EXISTING TENNIS SANITATION CONTRACT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B.   City Engineer Lift Stations Report

City Engineer Thatcher: He updated Council on the City's lift station problems and requested to research into the problems further to determine appropriate options for Council to consider. 

Mayor & Council Members: Identified the problems as being related to SCADA, capacity, and impellers. They approved Mr. Thatcher's request to research into the problems further. 

C.   Approval of Treasurer’s Report
Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated over the dock installation invoice and asked Administrator Anderson to research the bill further to determine why it was higher than previous years. Anderson is to hold the check on this invoice for now. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE TREASURERS REPORT, HOLDING THE DOCK INSTALLATION CHECK. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

D.   Deer Population Update

John Lund, Parks and Natural Resources Committee: He explained that according to the DNR's guidelines, the City's deer population is too high. He recommended hiring the Department of Agriculture to remove the excess deer for a flat removal fee. Going forward, he recommends the City monitor the deer population to maintain a healthy level. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated over this topic and requested Mr. Lund and Administrator Anderson provide specific cost and educational details to the Council. This is a regional problem, not a Birchwood problem; Administrator Anderson is to reach out to Mahtomedi, White Bear Township and  the City of White Bear Lake about working together on this issue. 

E.   Tree Preservation Ordinance, Second Reading

	Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated over the changes made during the last Planning 	Commission meeting and opened the floor to public hearing on this matter.

Alan Mitchell: Submitted to Council and discussed  changes to this language that he has made and proposed.  It was the council’s view that the changes were not substantive changes and approval  was appropriate without further hearing.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated further.
	
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE THE ORDINANCE AS PRESENTED AND AS MODIFIED IN DELIBERATION. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO PUBLISH THE SUMMARY ORDINANCE AS APPROVED BY CITY ATTORNEY, OTHERWISE FULL PUBLICATION OF THE ORDINANCE WILL BE PUBLISHED IF THE SUMMARY INAPPROPRIATE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

F.   Sheriff's Report

	Moved to the Consent Agenda.

G. Viewing 2015 Annual Report

Administrator Anderson: He summarized the annual report and answered Council's questions.

H.   Resolution 2016-14, Authorizing a transfer of $30,000 to Capital Projects - Public Works

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF $30,000 TO CAPITAL PROJECTS. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

I.   Joint Planning Commission/Council Meeting: 3rd party Planner & Building height

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated over the several building height code interpretations from internal staff and a 3rd party planner. Administrator Anderson is to draft a letter to the DNR, approved by Attorney Kantrud, requesting feedback from the DNR by June 1st, 2016, on the City's proposed changes to its Building Height code. A special workshop on this topic will be held on June 14, 2016, at 6pm in City Hall for all Council Members and Planning Commission Members.

J.   Spring Leaf Collection

City Administrator Anderson: Discussed plans for collecting leaves in the City.  

K.   Administrators Report

Administrator Anderson: Updated Council on progress with the lift station generator project; the project should be completed by the end of June, 2016. He also informed Council that the City Engineer will continue meeting with him to researching lift station problems and anticipates providing a thorough report on the subject by June's City Council meeting.

L.   Added Agenda Items

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO MOVE MS4 PERMIT PUBLIC HEARING JUNE'S CITY COUNCIL MEETING AFTER NOTICE IS PUBLISHED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

M.  City Attorney Report
	
Attorney's report was skipped as City Attorney Kantrud was no longer in attendance. 

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:35 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
  

ATTEST:


___________________
Mike Anderson
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