CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 8, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson, Bill Hullsiek, and Randy LaFoy. 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator and Alan Kantrud, City Attorney.

OTHERS PRESENT: Residents Kathy Huntley and Rachel Schuler 

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 
	
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

No one stood. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Jacob Wetterling Presentation on April 19th at St. Andrew’s Church, 6:30-7:15pm. This is free of charge and is sponsored by the City of Birchwood, White Bear Lake Community Ed & Mahtomedi public schools. The presentation will also be televised and rebroadcasted. 

Ice rink has officially closed – thanks to Scott Howe for all of his efforts running and maintaining the rink & warming house this winter.  

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.    Approval of Treasurer’s Report
Council Member LaFoy asked about whether the positive balance can be put to a better investment program. Mayor and Council members deliberated this idea – the City has looked into this in the recent past but found no better solution. 

Mayor Wingfield asked about the LED flood light expense – existing City Hall flood light was replaced. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B.   Sheriff’s report update 

Mayor Wingfield: Sheriff’s department is being very proactive within the city – about 7 citations for various violations within the past month. 

Council Member LaFoy: Residents are also being watchful and reporting violations. 

C.   Conflict of Interest Language
	
	Mayor Wingfield: City does not have existing general policy regarding Conflict of Interest. This 
language was generated from City Attorney Kantrud and is covers standard problems such as self dealing. Language includes failure to conform clause that could result in forfeiture of office.

Council Members: Deliberated the language.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO ADOPT POLICY AS WRITTEN BUT WITH FORMATTING CHANGES. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED AND EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 

D.   Safe Zone Ordinance 

Crime Prevention Committee Members Kathy Huntley & Rachel Schuler: Updated Council on progress made by the committee regarding the Safe Zone Ordinance language. The committee will continue its research on the legal ramifications related to proposed ideas and asks Council to extend existing ordinance, removing the family exception, until the work of the committee has been completed and a new ordinance has been developed and approved by Council.  

City Attorney Kantrud & Council Members: deliberated the committee’s request. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY TO EXTEND THE CURRENT CODE, REMOVING THE FAMILY EXCEPTION, UNTIL NOVEMBER 24, 2016. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

City Attorney Kantrud & Council Members: discussed Attorney General’s reaction to City’s request for legal opinion on this ordinance; currently no response. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO WAIVE THE SECOND READING OF THE SAFE ZONE ORDINANCE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

Council Member LaFoy: The second reading was waived in interest of extending the ordinance while all council members were present, as some will be absent from the March Council Meeting. 

Mayor Wingfield: The second reading was also waived because the residents have participated actively in this ordinance and the language has been read many times to them. 

City Attorney Kantrud: Through the Council’s zoning power, this interim ordinance has been extended for the following 6 months so that the city can complete its study of a particular problem that is of interest to the city.  

E.   Structure Height Ordinance 302.045

Mayor Wingfield: Proposes adopting the proposed language and setting the ordinance for a second reading in April so that the planning commission can look at it one more time. The proposal as approved shall be sent to the DNR as it needs to approve the language prior to final adoption. 

City Attorney Kantrud and Council Members: Deliberated on the ordinance and update on the planning commission’s actions. Will make formatting corrections. 

Administrator Anderson: Read aloud a written letter from Planning Commissioner Danks to council members. The letter requests more time for the Planning Commission to deliberate the ordinance. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE AND SET SECOND READING OF THE ORDINANCE FOR THE APRIL COUNCIL MEETING AND TO SEND IT TO THE DNR FOR APPROVAL. FOUR AYES, ONE NO. MOTION PASSED.  

F.   Tree Preservation Ordinance

City Attorney Kantrud: Reminded Council of the actions taken on this ordinance in the last council meeting and introduced changes made to the ordinance since then. 

City Attorney Kantrud and Council Members: Deliberated on the changes. 

G.   Lift Station Repairs

Administrator Anderson: Discussed problems to City’s lift station impellers that were discovered by White Bear Township. Average impeller life should be 10 years. Under the current situation, impellers are lasting 1-3 years. More information is needed about the cause. The City Administrator will be contacting Met Council staff about any issues they have had since their stations are immediately downstream from the City’s. The City Administrator will work with other agencies, repair companies, and the city engineer to address the problem and come up with possible solutions.  

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated on the problem and how to correct it. Administrator Anderson to check with White Bear Township for a possible existing engineering report/analysis and to issue a public report on the problem. 

H.   Digital Speed Signs Update

	Council Member Anderson: Provided update on progress. 

Mayor and Council Members: Council Member LaFoy to assist Council Member Anderson on this project. 
	
I.   LED Street Lights Update

Council Member LaFoy: Provided update on progress. LED’s will pay of themselves within 3-5 years.

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated this issue.  

J.   Cable Franchise Update

Council Member LaFoy: Provided update on progress. 

K.   Park Maintenance Contracts

Administrator Anderson: Updated mayor and council members on contracts for park maintenance. 

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated and gave Administrator Anderson authority to select a company and enter into contract with them. 

L.   Building Personnel/Plan Reviewer

Administrator Anderson: Updated mayor and council on this project. John Lund will be providing services along with another, to be determined, as independent contractors. The City Administrator will coordinate their involvement based on need and availability. Contracts need to be signed and presented to the Council for approval. 

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated and asked Administrator Anderson questions. Administrator Anderson to obtain a revised contract from Attorney Kantrud.

M.  City Attorney Report
	
Administrator Anderson: Attorney Kantrud to email council members his report; he had to leave the meeting early. 

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:33 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
  

ATTEST:


___________________
Mike Anderson
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