
* Denotes items that have supporting documentation provided

AGENDA OF THE SPECIAL MEETING  
OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AUGUST 21, 2019 
7:00 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER  

REGULAR AGENDA 
A. 2020 WBL Fire Budget - City of White Bear Lake Staff*  (pp. 3-7)

a. Discuss 2020 Fire Budget
B. Lake Ave Mill, Overlay & Drainage*  (pp. 9-11)

a. Review and Approve T.A. Schifsky Quote

ADJOURN 
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Tobin Lay

From: Kerri Kindsvater <kkindsvater@whitebearlake.org>
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 3:48 PM
To: Tobin Lay
Subject: 2020 Contracts
Attachments: 2020 Fire Contract.pdf

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.  

Hi Tobin, 

Attached is the 2020 Fire Contract amount for City of Birchwood Village. 

The increase is the Fire Contract amount relates to the transition to our new combination full‐time / part‐time staffing 
model.  The current budget allocates 20% of our full‐time firefighter/paramedic positions to the Fire Department and 
80% to the Ambulance Fund.  Each year we will be reviewing this 20/80 percentage allocation to ensure it reflects the 
actual break out of calls for service between Fire and Ambulance. 

The Department is also in the process of replacing aging units in our fleet.  A 1997 engine was replaced in 2019 and a 
1998 ladder truck will be replaced in 2020. 

Both of these expenditure increases are off‐set by a reduction in Dispatch costs due to our transition to Ramsey County 
services. 

I have included City Manager Hiniker and Fire Chief Peterson on this email message because they are interested in 
meeting with your Council to discuss the department’s operations.  Please contact City Manager Hiniker to set a meeting 
time.   

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information regarding the annual contracts. 

Thank you! 

Kerri 

Kerri Kindsvater, CPA (Inactive) 
Finance Director 
City of White Bear Lake 
651.429.8517 
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Tobin Lay

From: Steven W. Thatcher <sthatcher@thatcher-eng.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 7:04 PM
To: 'Mary Wingfield'; 'Jon Fleck'; Tobin Lay
Subject: RE: Lake ave road and drainage project
Attachments: 2019-8-15 Proposal from Schifsky for Birchwood Rock Trench with 4-inch draintile.pdf

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.  

Hi, 

I reviewed Schifsky’s proposal for a rock trench (attached) and have the following comments: 

1. My notes show that only approximately 140 feet of French drain is needed because the distance from the
concrete flared end section (culvert) located at the northwest corner of the hockey rink to the parking lot is
approximately 140 feet. Schifsky’s proposal shows 225 feet.

2. The proposal includes 4‐inch diameter perforated draintile pipe (the type of pipe PVC or PE is not shown) and 4‐
inch cleanouts. However, I believe we agreed that pipe is unlikely to work in this situation. How much will we
save without the pipe and cleanouts?

3. The scope of work is unclear as follows:
a. When the work is completed:

i. Will the elevation of the bottom of the ditch be 12‐inches or greater below the south edge of
the new bituminous on Lake Avenue?

ii. Will the bottom of the ditch slope from the hockey rink parking lot to the concrete flared end
section (culvert) located at the northwest corner of the hockey rink so that water in the ditch
will flow away from the parking lot and into the culvert?

iii. Is a casting included at the parking lot, as discussed, to allow water to enter the 3.0‐inch minus
rock (French Drain)?

1. If yes, my opinion is that a plan that shows the scope of work is needed because it’s
unclear whether or not the casting will change elevation due to frost heave and then fail
to allow water to enter it because it is then higher than the parking lot.

iv. Will the elevation of the top of the 3.0‐inch minus rock be the same elevation as the bottom of
the ditch?

1. If yes, this means that no topsoil will be installed over the rock.
a. This will allow water to enter the rock more easily than if the rock is covered by

topsoil. However, mowing grass will likely be more challenging than if topsoil
and grass is over the rock.

2. If no, this means that top soil will be installed over the rock. What is the depth of
topsoil?

a. This will allow water to enter the rock slower than if the rock is not covered by
topsoil. However, mowing grass will likely be less challenging than with rock at
the ground surface.

v. Will the elevation of the top of the 3.0‐inch minus rock be 6‐inches below the elevation as the
bottom of the ditch (meaning top soil over the rock which allows water to enter the rock but
might make mowing grass next to the more challenging than if sod was over the rock)?

b. Will the slope from the road to the ditch be too steep to be safe for pedestrians and vehicles?
c. Will the 3‐inch minus rock meet MnDOT specification for coarse filter aggregate?

9



2

i. I think that is want Schifsky’s proposal means, but want to make sure. Because if the rock to be
installed is MnDOT specification coarse filter aggregate (because I know that drains properly)
and the French drain does not work, the City can sample the rock to determine whether or not
the installed rock meets the specification for coarse filter aggregate. The specification for 3‐inch
minus rock is not provided.

4. It is my opinion that a plan showing the scope of work is needed.

Thanks, 
Steve  

Steven Thatcher, PE 
Thatcher Engineering Inc. 
6201 Creek Valley Road 
Edina, MN 55439 
Phone: 612-781-2188 Cell: 612-867-7234 Fax: 612-781-2188 Web: www.thatcher-eng.com 
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Bid To: City of Birchwood Attention:

Job: Rock Trench Address:

Location: Lake Ave Birchwood,MN Phone:

Addendums: NA Fax:

Date: 8.15.19 Email:

Amount

Common Excavation for Trench (225 X 2 X 3' Deep)

Furnish and Intstall Geotextile Fabric

Furnish and Install 3.0" Minus Rock (225 X 2 X 2' Deep)

Bituminous Patch Across DW (4 X 20 X 2.5")

4.0" Perforated Draintile

Grade and tolerance both sides of trench w/seed & Blanket

$26,750.00

Thank you for the opportunity to quote.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call.

T.A. Schifsky & Sons, Inc. (Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer)

By: Date 8.15.19

Rob Stangler 651-775-8399

Accepted By: Date

(Bid must be signed and returned)

Contractor's Guarantee

We guarantee all material used in this contract to be as specified above and the entire job to be done in a neat, workmanlike manner. 

Bid is based on quantities stated. Any variations from the plan or alterations requiring extra labor or material will be performed only 

upon written order and billed in addition to the sum covered by this contract.  Prices are for 2019 unless otherwise specified.

Mobilization 

We propose the following for the above referenced project:

Rock Trench

4.0" Cleanouts

Lump Sum Total:

Notes:
Bid is based on quantities above and provided plan. Not  included in bid are permits, unforeseen site conditions, and 

testing.

PROPOSAL
Mary

City of Birchwood Village, MN

T. A. Schifsky & Sons, Inc.
2370 Highway 36 East
North St. Paul, MN  55109
Phone  (651) 777-1313

Fax  (651) 777-7843

www.taschifsky.com
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