


March 12, 2013

The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held Tuesday, March 12, 2013.

Present were Mayor Wingfield, Councilmembers Hullsiek, LaFoy, and Woolstencroft, Coordinator-Clerk Powers, Jerry Hromatka, Ken Johnson, Nick Kluge, and Rick Rud. Councilmember Donovan arrived at 7:09 p.m.

Mayor Wingfield called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: M/LaFoy S/Hullsiek/Passed 4-0, move Agenda Item # 8 (Music In The Park: Possession/Consumption of Beer and Wine) from consent agenda for Council discussion. Councilmember Donovan was absent for this vote, and add under Agenda Item # 18 a report from Councilmember Hullsiek on wireless findings, and add under Agenda Item 
# 19 a report by Councilmember LaFoy on the website. 

Open Public Forum: There were no comments from the public.

Consent Agenda: M/Hullsiek S/Woolstencroft/Passed 4-0, to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Approval of the Minutes of the February 12, 2013 Council Meeting.
2. Acceptance of the Financial Report and Disbursement Register as prepared by the City Treasurer and presented to the City Council on March 12, 2013, including Check #’s 27664-27675 and 27681-27702; Direct Deposits 27676DD and 27677DD; and Electronic Funds Transfers LIFT022013, PERA021513, FED022013, MN022013, and PERA022813, in the amount of $20,513.23.
3. Acceptance of the 2012 Year-End Financial Statements.
4. Direct the City Coordinator to publish notice of the Council workshop with the Parks & Natural Resources Committee by posting notice of the workshop meeting on the City’s bulletin board and also by sending notice to those on the e-mail distribution list.
5. Approval of RESOLUTION 2013-06 accepting a donation of undetermined value from Boiler Exxperts, LLC. A copy of this RESOLUTION is attached to these minutes as an exhibit.
6. Approval of RESOLUTION 2013-07 accepting a donation of $100.00 from Robert & Barbara Carson for the warming house facility. A copy of this RESOLUTION is attached to these minutes as an exhibit.
7. Approval of authorizing Alan Mitchell to organize the musicians for the 2013 “Music In The Park” series of concerts. 

REGULAR ORDER

8. Approval to authorize persons of legal age to possess & consume beer & wine at “Music In The Park”: Mayor Wingfield commented that she has heard some concerns from 2 neighbors near Tighe-Schmitz that they were not notified in advance when a Sunday concert would take place, and would like to invite Alan Mitchell to the April Council meeting to discuss these concerns.
M/Hullsiek S/Woolstencroft/Passed 4-0, to table this item until hearing from Alan Mitchell at the April Council meeting.

9. Sewer monitoring options – discussion with the Maplewood City Engineer: Mayor Wingfield said that she and Councilmember Hullsiek will research SCADA options with the Maplewood City Engineer and bring the matter back to the Council when their research is complete.

Councilmember Donovan arrived at the meeting at 7:09 p.m.

11. Northwest Youth & Family Services (NYFS) – remarks from President/CEO Jerry Hromatka: Mr. Hromatka addressed the Council and remarked on the merger of the White Bear Lake Counseling Center with NYFS; renaming the organization Northeast Metro Youth & Family Services; monetary request of the City for 2014 operations ($1,738.00); revenue sources of the organization (55% service contracts, 25-30% fees, 15-20% grants/contributions); and that the City can have a representative on the NYFS Board. 

12. Review of proposals for residential recycling: The Council reviewed the proposals submitted by Waste Management, Troje’s, Walters, and Tennis. Remarks on their proposals were given by Rick Rud (Waste Management) and Nick Kluge (Troje's). Mayor Wingfield noted that while she is satisfied with Waste Management’s service, she also is trying to save money. Mayor Wingfield also said that Tennis is locking in its prices for 4 years. Councilmember Donovan commented that he is happy with Waste Management and also is happy with the service Tennis provides in garbage pickup, and said the City is already doing business with Tennis. Councilmember Hullsiek said with Tennis there would be only one set of trucks in the City picking up garbage and recycling. 

M/Wingfield S/LaFoy/Passed to award the contract for residential recycling to Tennis Sanitation, LLC for a 5-year period starting May 1, 2013 and ending May 1, 2018, at a rate of $2.25 per residential structure with no escalator clause, and also provided that if a contract with Tennis can’t be agreed upon that Troje’s will be awarded the contract. 

10. Grounds maintenance and snow plowing issues: Ken Johnson appeared before the Council to hear about issues relating to snow plowing and maintenance issues. 
· Mayor Wingfield commented that no one has contacted her on snow plowing concerns; commented about the amount of potholes - Johnson said he was taking care of them.
· Councilmember Donovan noted that there are issues with snowplowing on Hall Court – can’t get to the mail boxes.
· Mayor Wingfield came up with a list called a “standing work order” – a list of things that need to get done. 
· Councilmember Hullsiek said he would like to have City Coordinator Powers take more of the initiative in communicating maintenance needs to Ken Johnson.
· Mayor Wingfield also said that street sweeping is coming up, and asked Ken when that will be done – Ken said as soon as the snow and ice is gone.

M/Wingfield S/Hullsiek/Passed to direct KEJ to sweep the streets as soon as practical.

Mayor Wingfield commented that she had talked to John Lund about grass-cutting and that multiple estimates for this work will be forwarded to the Council in April. 

Coordinator Powers advised the Council that the KEJ contract expired March 1, 2013 and the Council should entertain renewing the contract, absent the grass-cutting. Councilmember Donovan recommended that KEJ work under the current contract until a revised agreement can be drafted. Mayor Wingfield directed Coordinator Powers to draft a revised agreement for review by the Council in April. 

M/Hullsiek S/LaFoy/Passed to create a standing work order for KEJ Enterprises, Inc. that may be amended on a case-by-case basis. 

13. Review of proposals for prosecution services: The Council reviewed the proposals for prosecution services received by Alan Kantrud, LeVander Gillen & Miller, Campbell Knutson, Johnson Turner, and Eckberg Lammers. 
· Mayor Wingfield reviewed the various proposals and noted that all of them came in at the $120-$145/hour range; she is not sure if the City gains efficiencies by switching firms; and commented that Kantrud’s proposal was the only one that offered an alternative bid for a $1,000.00 monthly retainer.
· Mayor Wingfield recommends bringing Kantrud in at the April meeting to clarify his rate structure. 
· Councilmember Donovan commented that he is familiar with Kantrud and knows he does good work.
· Councilmember LaFoy commented that he was impressed with the LeVander and Campbell Knutson firms.
· Councilmember Hullsiek said he prefers a “single provider” and is comfortable with Eckberg Lammers.


M/Wingfield S/Woolstencroft/Passed to put Councilmember LaFoy in charge of reviewing the proposals and presenting a recommendation at the April Council meeting on which firms to interview.   

14. Special Election repeal ordinance: Tabled until April in order to comply with the requirements of the Rules of Procedure. 

15. 2013 Fire Contract with the City of White Bear Lake: Mayor Wingfield commented that she is satisfied and pleased with the service provided to the City by White Bear Lake and supports the contract extension.

M/LaFoy S/Woolstencroft/Passed to approve the fire contract with the City of White Bear Lake.

16. Review of proposals for engineering services: Councilmember Hullsiek reviewed the proposals received from Thatcher Engineering and Focus Engineering, and proposes that he and Powers interview each firm before the April Council meeting and make a recommendation to the Council at that time. 

18. SCADA and wireless update: Councilmember Hullsiek updated the Council on his SCADA investigation, and commented that the City of White Bear Lake will be putting bids out for the new SCADA system this summer, so there isn’t real time pressure on resolving this issue – the City can wait until the new engineer is on board so he/she can review SCADA options. Councilmember Hullsiek said he contacted several vendors and believes that there will be several lower-cost alarm options for the Council to review. Councilmember Hullsiek also informed the Council that the City’s wireless router is a $20.00 unit that is not suitable for a municipal operation, and the City will need to spend $100.00 for a commercial-grade wireless router.

17. Review of RFP document for certified water operator services: Councilmember Hullsiek went over the proposed “request for information (RFI)” document for provisioning of “comprehensive water management services” that includes more than certified water operator services, and envisions the potential for multiple providers of parts of the service. Councilmember Hullsiek recommends sending the RFI to the City of White Bear Lake and to John Manship to gather more information for review at the April meeting. 

19a.  Budget/Finance Workshop: The Council discussed potential dates and times for rescheduling the workshop on budget/finance. 

M/Donovan S/LaFoy/Passed to schedule the Council workshop on   budget/finance for Tuesday, April 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

 
19b.	Facebook page: Mayor Wingfield commented that she heard from a resident that thought the City should have a Facebook page. Coordinator Powers said that many cities have them, but have experienced problems over content control. 

19c.	Use of city attorney by staff: Mayor Wingfield recommended that  in the future, city staff needs to contact one of the Councilmembers for permission to contact the city attorney. Mayor Wingfield is concerned about running up unnecessary expenses.

19e.	Councilmembers LaFoy and Donovan (Personnel Committee) reviewed the enclosed recap of their meeting with Powers. 

20a.	Coordinator Powers stated that a previous Council wanted him to go through the steps of becoming a “Minnesota Certified Municipal Clerk”, and informed the Council that those steps are completed.

20b.	Coordinator Powers informed the Council that he would be away from the office the week of March 18-22 to attend the clerk’s conference. 

20c.	Coordinator Powers informed the Council that he would be away from the office from April 12 through April 18 to attend the American Planning Association Annual Conference in Chicago. 

21.	Mayor Wingfield announced two future meetings: March 25, 2013 joint meeting with the Parks Committee, and the next Council meeting on April 9, 2013.

22.	Adjourn: M/LaFoy S/Donovan/Passed to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m.





_______________________

Dale Powers, City Coordinator-Clerk
 

 



