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January 13, 2009

The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 13, 2009.

Present were Mayor Wingfield, Councilmembers Jann, Brunner, Harper, Carson, Clerk Weber, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Kristie Elfering, Mary Sue Simmons, Shirley Ruehle, Gene Ruehle, Margie Kronscheabel, James Nelson, Larry and Judy Walker, Terry Bernhardt, James Greeley, Bev Ringsak, Officer Rob Flick, Dick Galena, Charles Kaufman, Richard Oni.

Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue






Operating



 35,074.27






Fidelity



358,648.29






Jumbo CD



 35,824.70





Water






Operating



  3,445.85






Savings Account


  6,714.53






CD




 30,417.87





Sewer






Operating



 11,756.23






Savings Account


 12,655.00






CD




100,000.00






Fidelity I



 61,520.77






Fidelity II



167,089.72






Jumbo CD



 28,350.59





Diseased Tree



  3,786.60





Capital Projects



  3,987.46





Capital Projects CD


 18,214.92





Capital Projects Jumbo CD

 35,824.70





Capital Projects Fidelity

 44,260.45





Public Works Fidelity


 42,420.80





Playground Fidelity


 12,053.41

1.  Pledge of Allegiance

2.  Oath of Office
· Clerk Weber administered the oath of office to Mary Wingfield, Mayor; Jane Harper and Barb Carson, Councilmembers.

3. Mayor Wingfield called the meeting to order with introductions and comments about the establishment of principles and a framework that will help the Council, Staff and residents be respectful, productive and professional.

4. Approval of Agenda

M/Harper S/Jann/Passed.  Add Jeff Lutz for a discussion of the hockey rink activities at agenda item 11A; add note of information about the Draft Mahtomedi Comprehensive Plan under the Clerk’s agenda, item 11.

5.  Comments from the Public

· Dick Galena, 217 Wildwood Avenue, spoke to the Council about the Washington County District Court ruling in the Nelson, et al vs. City of Birchwood case; questioned the process for applying for appointment openings; questioned whether or not the payment of the Communications Consultant would be discussed.  He will be notified when this is discussed or placed on the agenda.
· Charles Kaufman, 543 Wildwood Avenue, questioned whether or not the Boy Scout project at Hall’s Marsh would continue under the guidance of Terry Bernhardt.  Wants the project stopped and moved to another location.  He will be notified when and if this is discussed or placed on the agenda.
6.  Randy LaFoy
· Presentation for recognition of service to the community.  Mayor Wingfield presented a gavel and spoke of the services performed by Randy for the community in all of his time as a public official.

7.  Public Hearing – Best practices for addressing storm water runoff – mandated yearly review.  Mayor Wingfield opened the Public Hearing.  There were no comments from the public.  Mayor Wingfield closed the Public Hearing.  The Council discussed, and Councilmember Harper shed some light on the accomplishments made by the City in the year 2008 and the mandatory requirements posed on the City.

M/Harper S/Carson/Passed.  Forward the progress report to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
8.  Consent Agenda – Minutes of 12/9/08 and 12/10/08; correspondence to City officials.
M/Jann S/Carson/Passed.  Move to approve the consent agenda item.
9.  Engineer Elfering
· South Shore Blvd. Storm Sewer/Guard Rail Replacement Project.  Kristie’s memo dated, 1/7/09, was referenced and placed on file.  Ramsey County is to complete a small improvement project to correct erosion issues in the Curt Feistner Memorial Preserve.  They were unable to undertake the project prior to winter conditions and are now developing a plan to be completed in the spring.  Kristie recommends the Council request that rip rap be added at a minimum to the bottom of the slope to dissipate the energy of the storm water.
· Xcel Replacement lights/Plans and Picture.  This project was initiated by LaFoy and Kristie has received some information from Xcel regarding replacement lights.  This information will be placed on file for future reference.
10.  Bills

M/Harper S/Carson/Passed.  Pay the January 2009 bills.


   Mayor Wingfield asked Engineer Elfering to provide more

   detail about her bills to the City.

11.  Clerk
· Lauzon – Role in reporting code violations.  Discussion ensued.  All feel the draft form may be a useful tool in notifying residents of a potential violation.  Councilmember Jann will look at alternate proposals for addressing code violations and report back to the Council.
· Animal Control Contract – 2009.  
M/Jann S/Carson/Passed.  Authorize the Mayor to sign the contract with an amendment added indicating Animal Control is an independent contractor and not an employee of the City of Birchwood Village.  When the contract is amended and forwarded on to us, the Mayor is authorized to sign it.

· Joint Cities Recycling Board Insurance resolution

M/Jann S/Brunner/Passed.  The city does not waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minnesota Statutes 466.04.

· Council/Dock association meeting set for 2/24/09 at 7:00 p.m.

· Senator Ray Vandervere would like to address Council.  Clerk to get in touch with him and suggest March or April Council meeting.

· Deb Paige, Washington County Integrated Emergency Management would like to address Council.  Clerk to get in touch with her and suggest March or April Council meeting.

· Contract for Jeff Lutz.  Clerk has contacted League of MN Cities for sample contract/job description formats that may be applicable to our city.  Councilmember Brunner will follow up with the Clerk on this item.

· Reminder to Council to review the 4th Quarter Expenditure Report, Projected Projects for the year 2009 and the Preliminary Summary of Expenses for the 2009 Sewer Rehab Project.

· The Draft Mahtomedi Comprehensive Plan has been routed to the Council starting with Mayor Wingfield.  Mahtomedi is requesting comments by 3/20/09.
12. Mayor
· Appointments.  Mayor Wingfield presented the appointments to the Council
M/Wingfield S/Jann/      .  Approve the Mayor’s Council appointments for the year 2009.
Council discussed the list of appointments.  Councilmember Jann requested a friendly amendment – Approve the Mayor’s appointments except the Cable Commission appointment be made Jim Greeley.  He stated he supports Greeley for this position, and there is no opening for that position. 
M/Wingfield S/Carson/Passed.  Approve the Mayor’s Council appointments for the year 2009 with Greeley as the Cable Commissioner at this time.

M/Wingfield S/Jann/       .  Approve the Mayor’s service contractor appointments for the year 2009.
Council discussed the list of service contract appointments.  Councilmember Jann request a friendly amendment – Approve the Mayor’s service contract appointments inserting Elfering & Associates (pending further review)at the Engineering position and Lammers, Eckberg (pending further review) at the Legal position.  He stated the engineer and attorney need a clear understanding of who will provide those services right now – in case of emergency.  No appointment puts the City at risk.  Greeley is the Cable Commissioner and this appointment list should reflect that as above.  Councilmember Harper questioned the Mayor about the process for hiring a new engineering firm and legal firm - wanting to review the specifications and RFPs for the position.
M/Wingfield S/Jann/Passed.  Approve the Mayor’s service contract appointments inserting Elfering & Associates (pending further review) at the Engineering position and Lammers, Eckberg (pending further review) at the Legal position.  Greeley is the Cable Commissioner and this appointment list should reflect that as above.  Both lists of appointments are attached to the minutes.
· Budget issues.  Clint Dixon and Larry Walker have offered budget, personal property services to the City.
· Facilitator for January 10th meeting.  The cost was $600.00, and will be presented with the February bills.

13.  Councilmembers

Brunner

· Violation – outdoor storage of boat lifts, etc at 253 Cedar Street.  The storage of these items is well off the road – 40 feet or more, conforming to 615.030 1c.

· Violation – outdoor storage of boat lift and snowmobile trailer on city right-of-way at 401 Wildwood Avenue.  It appears this storage is on city right-of-way.  A letter should be written to the resident requesting conformance with our ordinances and requesting his input in the issue.

· Violation – junked cars – at 521 Hall.  3 cars and 1 pickup parked on the property.  2 cars have expired license plates; the truck has non-expiring collector plates.  The two cars with expired license plates are considered junked under ordinance 614.040.  A letter should be written to the resident requesting conformance with our ordinance and requesting his input in the issue.
14.  Old business
15.  New Business

16. Adjournment

· M/Brunner S/Jann/Passed.  Move to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Katherine Weber

City Clerk

