


CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 22, 2011


MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Alan Mitchell; Council Members Barb Carson, Jane Harper, Mark Peterson, and Tony Sampair

STAFF PRESENT: City Engineer Kristie Elfering, City Clerk Dale Powers, and City Attorney Kevin Sandstrom

OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Evangelist, Richard Galena, Dyan Hanson, Lynn Hanson, John Lund, Erica Peterson, Gene Ruehle, and Mary Sue Simmons  


Mitchell called the regular meeting to order @ 7:00pm, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL:  Harper/Carson unanimous to approve the agenda for the February 22, 2011 Regular Meeting, as amended to include a report from the City Engineer on the water main break that occurred last weekend. 

DOCK APPLICATION REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL: L. Hanson and Evangelist reviewed with the Council the submitted dock application of the Birchwood Dock Association. Discussion ensured between the Council and L. Hanson and Evangelist on a variety of issues pertaining to the application. 

 The following members of the public spoke on the issue: Dick Galena, Gene Bowar, Jon Fleck, John Lund, Mary Sue Simmons

Sampair/Harper unanimous to approve the application to the White Bear Lake Conservation District as presented to the City Council, as follows: Ash Beach -100 foot dock, 5 slips on the west side of the dock; Birch Beach - 116 foot dock, 5 slips on the west side of the dock; Elm Beach: 57 foot dock,  4 slips – 2 on each side; Dellwood Beach: 130 foot dock, 5 slips on the west side of the dock and 1 shore slip at the SE corner; Kay Beach: 76 foot dock – swimming dock only, no boat slips, and as amended to correct language on page 2 of the WBLCD application.

Harper/Sampair unanimous to have Mark Peterson represent the City before the White Bear Lake Conservation District on the application approval.

Peterson raised the issue of amending the ordinance to allow for boats wider than 7 feet. The Council directed Powers to submit draft language to eliminate the boat width standard for review at the March 8 meeting. 

Harper/Sampair unanimous to extend the “open enrollment” until March 4, 2011, and to schedule the lottery for the purpose to populating and ranking the remaining spots on the Boat Slip List for the March 8, 2011 Council meeting.

Harper/Peterson unanimous to waive the requirement of Section 617.410 (4) of the Public Lake Tract Ordinance that those who are offered a boat slip permit have until March 1 to accept or reject the permit.  

WATER MAIN BREAK: Elfering reviewed with the Council the particulars of the water main break at Wildwood and Hall Avenues from last Saturday, and noted that this break was relatively minor as compared to the January break. 

REVIEW OF TREE AND SHRUBBERY PURCHASE BY THE PARKS COMMITTEE: E. Peterson reviewed with the Council the Parks Committee request of $1,500.00 for the purchase of trees and shrubbery for Nordling Park. Discussion ensued between the Council and E. Peterson on the matter. 

Carson/Peterson unanimous to authorize an expenditure of $1,500.00 for the purchase of trees and shrubbery at Nordling Park, per the submitted exhibit.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON AUDITOR’S CONCERNS AND POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION: Sandstrom reviewed with the Council matters that were brought to the attention of the Office of the State Auditor by former Mayor Mary Wingfield and former Council Member Anthony Nardecchia, and noted that state law requires the City’s audit firm to investigate these allegations. Per the letter of engagement between the City and the audit firm, any work that may result in additional charges to the City must be approved by the City Council beforehand. Discussion ensued between the  Council and Sandstrom on this matter. 

Harper/Sampair unanimous to direct the City Attorney to communicate with HLB Tautges Redpath that it does not authorize additional charges at this time, and to authorize the Mayor (or Deputy Mayor in the Mayor’s absence) to communicate directly with HLB Tautges Redpath on audit concerns. 

DISCUSSION OF STORAGE FEES FOR CANOES AND SMALL WATERCRAFT: Powers reviewed with the  Council his findings on what other cities charge for storage of canoes and small watercraft on municipal canoe racks. Discussion ensued among Council members on this matter. The Council directed Harper and Powers to work together on this matter and bring it back to the Council when it is ready. 

ADJOURN:  Without a motion, Mitchell adjourned the meeting @9:40pm. 



___________________________                
Mayor Alan Mitchell

ATTEST:

____________________________
Dale Powers
City Clerk



