
April 8, 2008

The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held Tuesday, April 8, 2008.

Present were Mayor LaFoy, Councilmembers Fleck, Jann, Brunner, Mueller, Clerk Weber, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Kristie Elfering, Glen Olson, Alan Mitchell, Larry Walker, Susan Anderson, Gary Oakins, John Prins, Charlie Moore, Rachael Drew, Joyce Belknap, Paul Carlson, Mary Sue Simmons, Mary Wingfield.

Mayor LaFoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue

Operating



 47,443.70

Fidelity



269,377.08






Jumbo CD



35,824.70





Water






Operating



(10,571.81)






Savings Account


  6,714.07






CD




 30,405.00





Sewer






Operating



 22,774.73






Savings Account


 12,654.08






CD




177,942.51






Fidelity



 61,287.52






Jumbo CD



 28,350.59





Diseased Tree



  3,786.30





Capital Projects



  3,987.22





Capital Projects CD


 17,607.58





Capital Projects Jumbo CD

 35,824.70





Capital Projects Fidelity

112,494.48





Public Works Fidelity


 41,725.58




Playground Fidelity


      0.00

1. Pledge of Allegiance

· Councilmember Jann requested a moment of silence in memory of Ann Scanlon and her family.

2. Approval of agenda

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Clerk’s agenda:  Use of hall by WB Center for the Arts; Engineer’s agenda:  Water Supply Plan addendum to Comp Plan; Add Glen Olson, forestry discussion and Code #403 discussion between 3 & 4.

3. Comments from the public

· Mitchell and Council discussed some the issues the 2008 Parks Committee is working on – mainly the survey they will finalize at their April 22nd meeting to be sent to the residents.

   3A.  Glen Olson

· Glen presented the forestry report for the years 2005-2007.  The 2008 Contract with Kunde Consultants was also discussed.  Glen suggested the City review Ordinance 403. for changes that need to be made.  He stated the League would have a model ordinance ready soon with the recommended changes for cities to consider.  Mayor LaFoy said the City is not ready to sign a contract until we have had further discussion with Steve Dean who has shown interest in being the tree inspector for the City.  Clerk was requested to ask Steve to come to the May meeting.  

4. Engineer Elfering

· Presentation of Plans and Specs – 2008 Sanitary Sewer rehabilitation Project.  Approval and authorization for bids – Resolution 2008-4.  Kristie’s correspondence dated 3/27/08, outlining the process for approval of the plans and specifications and her necessary attendance at the Public Hearing that White Bear Township held and the outcome of that meeting was reviewed and placed on file.  Metropolitan Council has indicated they are responsible for the sewer line running south of Cedar Street and a memo to that effect will be requested.  Along with this project will be the repair of some manholes.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Approve Resolution 2008-4 “A Resolution Approving the Plans and Specifications and Ordering the Advertisement for Bids in the Matter of the 2008 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project”.  (Resolution 2008-4 is attached to the minutes.)

· Crack sealing.  Kristie’s memo dated 3/26/08 regarding initiation of crack sealing was reviewed and approved.  The City Council discussed the need to begin crack sealing the streets in 2007 and concluded it was necessary.  

· Sealcoating.  Kristie’s memo dated 3/26/08 addressing the 3-year seal coating program the city has undertaken was reviewed and placed on file.  This is the second phase of the program.

M/LaFoy S/Brunner/Passed.  Authorize Plans and Specifications for the crack sealing and the 2nd phase of seal coat program and approve plans and authorize bidding at the May meeting.

· Catch basins.  Kristie’s memo dated 3/26/08 addressed the decision of the Council to install 3 catch basins a year in order to promote sediment removal prior to the ultimate outlet into White Bear Lake.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Authorize bids for the installation of 3 catch basins with a sump at the locations indicated on the map attached to the memo.

· Replacement of 2 hydrants/discussion hockey rink hydrant (Refer to “City of Birchwood Projected Balances and Project Descriptions”).  Kristie’s memo dated 3/26/08 discussed the Council’s decision last October to replace 2 malfunctioning hydrants was reviewed and placed on file.  Stepaniak Construction Company bid $9530 for spring construction.  A short discussion was held addressing the hydrant used for rink flooding and how to solve the problems we have been having.  No decision was made.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Authorize the engineer to contact Stepaniak Construction to replace 2 fire hydrants – 1 located at the end of Birch Street and 1 on Lake Avenue.

· The Water Supply Plan – Addendum to our Comp Plan has been updated.  Council was asked to review the document.

· Mayor LaFoy, Engineer Elfering and Washington County personnel met to discuss erosion control along East County Line Road before and at the Kurt Feistner Nature Preserve – before runoff runs directly into White Bear Lake.  Fill and rip rap will be placed in the area of the guard rail addressing immediate concerns and follow up will be done by Washington County.

5. Minutes

· M/Fleck S/LaFoy/Passed.  Approve the minutes as presented and place on file.

6. Bills

· M/Fleck S/LaFoy/Passed.  Pay the April bills.

7. Clerk

· Correspondence from WBLCD dated, 3/12/08, regarding the success of the lake clean-up day was noted and placed on file.

· Letter from WBLCD dated, 3/12/08,approving the 2008 dock licenses with the licenses enclosed was noted and placed on file.

· Letter from WBLCD dated, 3/21/08, stating the appointment of Greg Donovan as our representative to the Board expires 6/30/08, was noted and placed on file.  This appointment will be made at the May council meeting.

· Email from Erica Peterson dated, 3/14/08, to Mayor LaFoy regarding a procedure for a tree survey in the City, identification of undesirables, identification of wildlife habitat, etc. was noted and placed on file.

· Email from Larry Walker dated, March 2008, - Birchwood Docks Talking Points was forwarded to the Council for their review.

· Correspondence from the League of MN Cities dated, 3/31/08, requesting applications for Policy Committee Membership was noted and placed on file.

· Clerk presented 1 reference for Quality Underground Services – Xcel Energy North.  They are responsible for 250,000 or so locates for Xcel.

· Lauzon/Insurance coverage for locates.  Lauzon is still checking on what his insurance company will provide.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Provisionally engage BF Lauzon for his service to do locates in the City – provisional until we have definite insurance coverage information.

· Xcel Energy’s electric and gas franchise agreement/ordinance.  Information on franchise charges from the League of MN Cities and Attorney Kelly.  Clerk presented information received from the League regarding Franchise Fees with utility companies that explained many questions Councilmember Jann had put forth.  Attorney Kelly concurred with the League information we had before us.  The Franchise Agreement will be placed on the May agenda for discussion.  In the meantime, Mayor LaFoy, has some issues with Xcel’s service and would like some resolution before signing the agreement.

· Diseased Tree Contract.  Study of Ordinance #403 – this ordinance is out of date and needs revision.  This issue was discussed earlier.

· Water conservation measures – ordinance of municipal water system conservation?  Clerk was asked to format a watering ban/regulation ordinance for Council to consider.  We will also add watering tips to the Newsletter/education.

· Fund an appreciation/pizza lunch for the WB crew and Engineering crew who worked beyond the call of duty delivering flyers and making phone calls during our water emergency.

M/Fleck S/Mueller/Passed.  Allocate up to $250.00 for this appreciation lunch.

· BF Lauzon Contracts

(1) hall cleaning

(2) 2008/2009 summer grounds maintenance – City parks/beaches and City right-of-ways

(3) 2008/2009 plow seasons

(4) 2008 spring and fall street sweeping

After discussing four contracts listed above, Council decided there needed to be some indemnity, insurance and independent contractor language added to the contracts.  Clerk was asked to construct language similar to that in the Kunde company contract, have Lauzon initial the change and sign the contract for street sweeping. 

· Clerk reminded Council to review the 1st quarter expenditure report prepared by Jackie.

10. Mayor LaFoy

· Comprehensive Plan.  The completed draft was given to the Council and Engineer to review for the May meeting.  A Public Hearing will be held in May soliciting any public input to the plan.

· Defibrillator no news to report.

· Jake Cahill, an Eagle Scout, has volunteered to work on the Birch raingarden.

· Erica and Chad Peterson, are willing to do the tree survey and she is working on a grant for planting native species.  Clerk asked to invite them to the May meeting.

· Donation for 4th of July fireworks will be discussed in May.

11. Councilmembers


Jann

· Requested project ideas, repairs, etc. for parks and easements to be done this summer.

Brunner

· Has been working on the amendments to the ordinances to align with the City of White Bear Lake:  Codes 203. – 205. and 308.  Will be asking the Building Inspector to review it before presenting it to the Council.

12. Mary Wingfield

· More information regarding Assessor’s role (background from WA County – “2007 Assessment Report” in your February packet; pertinent parts of “2008 Assessment Report” forwarded to you).  Mary presented information supporting her request for the City of consider hiring an independent assessor instead of using Washington County.  Clerk was asked to invite Frank Langer to the May meeting to discuss the possibility of him doing the assessing in Birchwood.

13. Old Business

14. New Business

15. Adjournment

M/Fleck S/Mueller/Passed.  Adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine M. Weber

City Clerk

