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September 10, 2008
The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 10, 2008.

Present were Mayor LaFoy, Councilmembers Jann, Mueller, Brunner, Clerk Weber, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Kristie Elfering, Dick Galena, Jake Cahill, Joe Prins, Dyanne Ross-Hanson, Mary Cahill, Jim Greeley and Ron Malles.

Mayor LaFoy called the meeting to order.

Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue






Operating


 56,492.62






Fidelity


288,776.10






Jumbo CD


 35,824.70





Water






Operating


(13,791.51)






Savings Account

  6,714.32






CD



 30,405.00





Sewer






Operating


  5,519.28






Savings Account

 12,654.58






CD



100,000.00






Fidelity I


 34,387.62






Fidelity II


283,178.42





Jumbo CD


 28,350.59





Diseased Tree


  3,786.41





Capital Projects


  3,987.40




Capital Projects CD

 17,607.58





Capital Projects Jumbo CD
 35,824.70





Capital Projects Fidelity
 49,786.87




Public Works Fidelity

 42,141.45




Playground Fidelity

  7,507.21
1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approval of Agenda

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Add the following to the Clerk’s agenda:  Certification of unpaid utility bills to the 2009 tax roll; discussion of timeline for Dock Applications to be sent to Dock Presidents.
3.  Comments from the public
· Jake Cahill discussed his Eagle Scout project with Council.  This involves the replanting of Birch Beach rainwater garden.  The funds for this project will come from Washington County and donations.

· Dick Galena, 217 Wildwood Avenue, stated he wishes to donate money to Jake’s project and will write a check to the City and in turn the City will make sure Jake gets the donation.
· Ron Malles, 420 Wildwood Avenue, complimented Al Mitchell and the 2008 Parks Committee for their find job.  He questioned Attorney Kelly’s opinion regarding conflict of interest and spoke to the Council about the boating/dock issues.  Councilmember Jann addressed some of the concerns Malles brought up – the City Attorney’s conflict of interest opinion and the waiting list for people wanting to be able to moor a boat, a fair way of addressing the waiting list.

· Jim Greeley, 407 Lake Avenue, commented on the Public Easement Use Regulations that are not being followed at the present time – length of docks, illegal parking by some individuals and use of the public easement too early in the morning.
· John Prins, 157 Birchwood Avenue, addressed and disputed the cost figures used in tallying the advantage of some residents who have had a boat slip for many years.
4.  Minutes
M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Approve the minutes as presented and place on file.

5.  Bills
M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Pay the September bills.

6.  Engineer’s update
· Kristie brought the cleaning of the pond at East County Line Road and end of Oakridge Drive before the Council.  Council requested more information last month and she presented a map showing the areas of run-off contributing to the pond.
M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  The City of Birchwood will contribute $1000.00 toward the silt clean-up of that pond.

· Kristie informed Council the lining of the sewer pipes is set to start and the work will be done on or around the 15th of October.
7.  Clerk
· Email from Jon Fleck dated, August 14, 2008, was presented to the Council.  This was confirmation of his resignation from the Council.  Council accepted his resignation.
· Correspondence dated, 8/15/08, from the City to Luke Michaud, WBLCD, requesting an extension for review of the Dock Association applications was noted and placed on file.

· Correspondence dated, 8/22/08, approving the City’s request for an extension for review of the Dock Association applications to 3/17/09 was noted and placed on file.

· Correspondence dated, 8/22/08, approving the revised Dellwood Beach multiple and mooring license for the remainder of the year 2008 was noted and placed on file.

· Letter and invitation to join WBLCD for a pontoon boat tour of White Bear Lake to look at issues such as dock usage, milfoil, critical habitat and more was noted and placed on file.

· Letter from Attorney Kelly to Scott Wohlwend dated 8/25/08, regarding the code violations at his address was noted and placed on file.
· Met Council notification dated, 8/28/08, indicating the 2009 wastewater charge.  The charge to our City will drop by about $200 – a direct affect of sewer pipe lining.
· Email from Attorney Kelly dated, 8/26/08, indicating a procedure to follow in reversing an earlier made appointment was noted and placed on file.

· Email from Attorney Kelly dated, 8/18/08, with the procedure for filling the vacancy on the Council was noted and placed on file.

· Letter from the Clerk dated, 9/2/08, to the resident at 306 Wildwood citing a violation of our outdoor storage code was noted.

· Correspondence from RCWD dated, 9/2/08, with suggestions made after their review of our updated Comprehensive Plan was noted and placed on file.

· Information from the WB Community Counseling Center was passed on to the Council, noted and placed on file.
· Recycling Contract
M/Mueller S/Jann/Passed.  Direct the Clerk to sign the contract with Waste Management for recycling service.
· Lauzon – Role in reporting code violations.  Deferred to October
· Right-of-way damage at 1 White Pine Lane.  The damage that has been occurring was described – rut damage – from someone driving on the right-of-way.  The issue was discussed but no resolution determined.  Jim Greeley volunteered to talk to the resident and find out if the damage she last described is from the bus company and then we will proceed from there.
· Reminder to Council – meeting with WBLCD on 11/13 - 7:00 p.m.

· Budget and Resolution to County certifying Preliminary Budget for 2009.  The Budget Committee (Randy, Jackie, Kathy) presented the budget draft for 2009.  Council discussed the various expenditures.  The 2009 levy amount will be an increase of 3.97%.
M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Certify the preliminary levy amount for the year 2009 of $394,242.00 to Washington County on or before September 15, 2008.
· Set date for Truth-in-Taxation meeting
M/Mueller S/Jann/Passed.  Set December 9, 2008, 7:00 p.m., for our Truth-in-Taxation public hearing.  This is our regular December meeting date.
· Certify unpaid utility bills
M/Jann S/Mueller/Passed.  Certify unpaid utility bills in the City to the tax rolls of 2009 for collection.
· Due date for Dock Applications.  Council determined the applications will not be due until the end of December so they will have a chance to study them before they are due to WBLCD for review.
8.  Mayor
· Review of Mayor’s salary for 2009.  Mayor LaFoy spoke of the work and responsibility of the Mayor and suggested a raise in the Mayor’s salary.
M/Jann S/LaFoy/Passed.  Raise the Mayor’s salary from $1,000.00/year to $1,500.00 /year beginning 1/1/09.
· Improvements to Kurt Feistner ravine.  Washington County rep, Ramsey County rep, Engineer Elfering and the Mayor met to discuss the washout, guard rail condition and erosion in the area.  It was determined the responsibility lies with Ramsey County and the repairs/improvements will be made by them.
· Appointment of Councilmember to Fleck vacancy – October meeting.  Mayor LaFoy suggested the person receiving the most votes in the General Election be asked to fill the vacancy starting in November.
M/Jann S/Mueller/Failed.  Appoint Sandy Kriz-Herbert to the Fleck Council vacancy.  Naye:  Brunner, LaFoy
M/LaFoy S/Brunner/Failed.  Fill the Fleck Council vacancy at the November Council meeting, after the General Election, with the person who gets the highest number of votes for Council in the election.  Naye:  Mueller, Jann

M/Brunner S/Mueller/Passed.  Encourage citizens of Birchwood to submit a written application to be appointed to the Fleck Council vacancy by 10/1/08.  Naye:LaFoy

· LAB Appointment needed.  Brunner and Mueller will check their schedules.

· Sentence to Serve will be working on the Ash path.
· Hockey rink surface will be painted.

· Request for $160 from Chad Peterson.  This will cover the purchase of next year’s necessary herbicide for Hall’s Marsh.  Consensus of the Council is to approve the request.

· There will be a Candidates Forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters for participation by local candidates for office.
9.  Councilmembers
Mueller
· Cable Commission appointment.  Nancy questioned the method of appointment for the vacancy left on the Cable Commission when Les Dahm moved from Birchwood.  Jim Greeley has been the Alternate Appointee for the past 3 years and she feels he should be filling the vacancy until new appointments are made by the new Mayor in January, 2009.
M/Mueller S/Jann/Passed.  Reverse the appointment made by Council in August of Mayor LaFoy as Cable Commissioner and move the alternate, Jim Greeley, to the position until January 1, 2009.
10.  Old Business

11.  New Business

12.  Adjournment
M/Brunner S/Mueller/Passed.  Adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine M. Weber


