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February 10, 2009
The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,  February 10, 2009.
Present were Mayor Wingfield, Councilmembers Harper, Carson, Brunner, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Elfering, Officer Flick, Chief Bankes, J. Greeley, D. Galena, C. Murphy, D. Danks, J. Fleck, R. Malles, B. Lind, A. Mitchell, R. Oni, S. Ruehle, E. Ruehle, T. Johnson, J. McCormick, J. Lund, M. Hauser.
Mayor Wingfield called the meeting to order and reminded audience members to identify themselves including their address and direct comments to the Mayor.
Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue






Operating



    4834.37





Fidelity



359008.97






Jumbo CD



  35824.70




Water






Operating



     1137.62





Savings Account

                 6714.57





CD




   30815.78




Sewer






Operating



   14151.57





Savings Account

               12655.09





CD




 100000.00





Fidelity I


                61575.21





Fidelity II


                47741.15





Jumbo CD



    28350.59




Diseased Tree



      
      3786.65




Capital Projects


                  3987.46




Capital Projects CD


                18214.92




Capital Projects Jumbo CD
                            35824.70




Capital Projects Fidelity
                            44301.28





Public Works Fidelity

                            42461.63




Playground Fidelity


                12067.03
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Approval of Agenda
M/Harper  S/Carson/Passed.  Approve agenda with council members added.
3. Comments from the Public
Dick Galena spoke about the procedure for appointment of Cable Commissioner.  He distributed a letter to council including excerpts from the Ramsey/Washington Counties SCC Bylaws.   He outlined this position is appointed by the Council, has no designated term and there is one alternate.

Chief Bankes from the White Bear Lake Police Department gave a brief presentation commending Officer Rob Flick on doing a wonderful job,  indicating if there are concerns/issues to please contact her or one of her staff, and stressed that public safety was their number one priority.  WBL Police currently have 29 officers including 20 patrol, 3 administrative, 3 investigative, l on the drug task force and 2 officers assigned to schools.
4. Consent Agenda

M/Brunner  S/Harper /Passed.  Approve the consent agenda without the minutes.
Minutes

A comment from Councilmember Jann was read into the record regarding the January minutes.  “I am not sure that the City Council decided, for sure and as a matter of law, that the storage of lifts on Hall Avenue conforms to the ordinance.  I think there was discussion of the issue, and some members of Council thought the storage did conform with the ordinance, but I do not believe that the whole City Council agreed that the storage was in compliance with the ordinance.”
M/Wingfield S/Carson/Passed.  The minutes from the January council meeting are tabled until the March meeting.  M. Wingfield identified several issues with the minutes and will review the changes with Clerk Weber.  
5. Complaints

B. Lind, 401 Wildwood, stated his trailer/snowmobile should not be considered stored because it is in use.  He felt both the boat lift and the trailer/snowmobile are on his property.  He agreed to remove the canopy from the boat lift and store it elsewhere on his property.
C. Murphy, 521 Hall Avenue, stated all the reported vehicles now have valid licenses and are in compliance.
6. Old Business

Parks Report.  The Parks Report from 8/5/08 was not previously accepted or rejected.

M/Harper S/Wingfield/Passed.  Accept the Parks Report submitted on 8/5/08.  Discussion focused on two specific items: a) Dock Commission -  hold off until report from the Dock Committee in July; b) re-establish a Parks Commission.  

M/Harper S/Wingfield/Passed.  The City will move forward in setting up a permanent Parks Committee.  Council members Carson and Harper will draft charge and scope of work.  A notice will be placed in the Winter 09 newsletter.
Cable Commissioner.  
M/Wingfield S/Carson/Passed.  Post the Cable Commission position in the White Bear Press and the Winter 09 newsletter with responses requested by the second Tuesday of March.  The ad in the WB Press should be placed in the free community information listing.
M/Carson S/Wingfield/Passed.  Amend the above motion to add an alternate to the Cable Commissioner posting.
7. Engineering Services

Mayor Wingfield, along with C. Dixon and Councilmember Harper have revised the proposal from WBL regarding engineering services.  Harper felt an RFP was needed to evaluate costs, etc. and that these services should be in an annual contract.  

M/Harper S/Wingfield/Passed.  Develop an RFP for engineering services to be posted with LMC and seek bids for those services.  A report will be given next month regarding progress on this search.  Brunner felt this puts Elfering and Associates at a disadvantage since their rates are now a part of public record.

8. Bills

M/Harper  S/Carson /Wingfield abstained/Passed.  Pay the February bills.  Mayor Wingfield noted her reimbursement for the LaFoy recognition was not requested prior to expenditure due to the last minute circumstances.

9. Clerk

Animal Control Contract – no revised contract has been received to date.

Street sweeping bid from Lauzon. Councilmember Brunner will look into getting additional bids for this service to include timeframe, specs for performance and costs for additional sweeping.

Grounds Maintenance bid from Lauzon.  Defer to March meeting.  

Striping of Hall Avenue.   A bid was received from Washington County.   A bid from Lauzon will be requested for the March meeting.  M. Hauser suggested we remind contractor to stripe Hall Avenue with a 15” path.

Frozen pipes.  A notice to residents about the correct procedure will be placed in the fall and winter issues of the newsletter.

The Mahtomedi Comp Plan needs to be returned by March 20, 2009.

A reminder was given regarding the February 24th Dock Assn/Council meeting.

10. Mayor
Legal services.

Mayor Wingfield and Councilmember Jann reviewed the previous RFP for Attorney Services.  The RFP was posted at LMC with a January 31 deadline for applications.  Four firms responded and the interview process will begin 2/16/09.

Waste Management – A request will be made to have garbage/recycling picked up from one side of street only to reduce road mileage and wear/tear on city roads.
11. Council
Councilmember Harper asked for clarification on Ramsey County work on E. Cty Line Road.  Engineer Elfering noted that this request has been completed.  
Councilmember Harper asked about a grant application for Stormwater Projects through the RCWD.   She requested Engineer Elfering complete the application to retrofit catch basins with sumps.  Mayor Wingfield noted that this expenditure of funds was not on the agenda.  The deadline for this application is March 16, 2009.  Engineer Elfering noted this would take about ½ hour/$45.00.  

M/Brunner S/Harper/Passed.  Direct the Engineer to write the proposal for funds from the RCWD.

12.   Adjournment.

M/Brunner  S/Carson /Passed.  Adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jacklyn Hildebrand
Treasurer/Deputy Clerk
