703	COUNCIL VACANCY - SPECIAL ELECTION

703.010.  	VACANCY ON CITY COUNCIL.  A vacancy shall occur on the Birchwood City Council whenever the mayor or another city councilperson resigns from the office to which the person was appointed or elected.  A vacancy may also occur for any of the other reasons specified in Minnesota Statutes section 351.02.  

703.020.	APPOINTMENT TO FILL VACANCY.  Whenever a vacancy shall occur on the Birchwood City Council, the existing City Council shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy on a temporary basis until a replacement can be elected in a special or regular election.  The existing City Council shall not appoint a replacement without first giving public notice of the vacancy in the same manner as notice of regular council meetings and allowing interested persons at least ten (10) days to submit an application for appointment.  A replacement shall be appointed within sixty (60) days of the date of the vacancy but not prior to the date the vacancy exists unless no person has expressed a willingness to serve on a temporary basis.  The appointed person shall serve until the person elected to fill the unexpired portion of the term or elected to a new term, whichever is applicable, is sworn into office.  

703.030.  	SPECIAL ELECTION.  Whenever a vacancy on the City Council occurs more than sixteen months before a regular election is scheduled, the Council shall hold a special election to elect a person to fill the remainder of the term. For prospective vacancies, preparations for the special election may begin immediately after the written resignation is received by the Council.  

703.040.	SPECIAL ELECTION PROCEDURES.  If a special election is required under section 703.30 to fill a vacancy on the City Council, the Council shall follow the procedures below for holding the special election.  

703.041.	The City Council shall pass a resolution ordering a special election and providing all means for holding it.  The procedure at such special election shall conform as nearly as possible to that prescribed for regular municipal elections.

703.042.	The City shall give notice in whatever manner deemed appropriate by the Council that a special election will be held and shall allow interested persons at least ten (10) days and not more than twenty (20) days to file for the vacant office.  Any person who files for the office shall have his or her name placed on the ballot at the special election without party designation.  Each person filing for election to the vacant office shall pay the requisite filing fee as though the special election were a regular election.  

703.043.	The special election shall be held no more than 120 days after the vacancy occurs.  

	703.044.	The City shall publish notice in the official newspaper at least ten days before the date of the special election of the time and place and purpose of the special election.   

