601.  SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS


	601.010.  DEFINITIONS.  For the purposes of this chapter certain words and terms are defined as follows:

		1.  Erect.  To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix, including the painting of wall signs.

		2.  Sign.  A name, identification, description, display, illustration, structure, or device which is affixed to or painted, or represented directly or indirectly upon a building or other surface not within a building and which directs attention to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization or business.

		3.  Sign, Area.  The entire area within a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of such sign, and in no case, passing through  or between any adjacent elements; however, such perimeter shall not include any structural elements lying outside of such sign and not forming an integral part of the display.  Double faced signs may be permitted with the maximum square footage on each side; multi-faced signs shall not exceed two times the area of single-faced signs.

		4.  Signs, Ground.  A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, poles or braces in or upon the ground or by a tree.

		5.  Sign, Temporary.  Any sign not exceeding 10 square feet placed in such a manner as not to be solidly affixed to any building, structure, or land and advertising an event such as a bazaar, special sale, sporting event, or similar situation; in no event, however, shall such signs be placed on any lot or parcel of land for a period to exceed 30 days out of any 12 month period.

	601.020.  The following signs will be permitted within the City.

		1.  A sign not exceeding 1 1/2 square feet of sign area on a residence building stating only the name and address of an occupant.

		2.  A ground sign advertising either the  sale, rental, or lease of the premises upon which it is maintained when such sign does not exceed 6 square feet of sign area and whose height above the ground does not exceed 8 feet.

		3.  Street, warning and other official or non-advertising signs erected by a government body or by others where required pursuant to a legal authority.

		4.  Temporary and Election Signs.  Temporary signs (30 days or less in a 12 month period) shall be permitted provided there shall be no more than three (3) such signs on any lot and the total area of any sign shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet.  Temporary signs shall include signs on residential property, commercial special sale signs, special occasion signs and similar signs.
		Political campaign signs for state and national elections shall be permitted in any district in any yard area provided they do not exceed (30) square feet in area.  They may be put up twenty-five (25) days prior to a primary or general election and must be removed no later than five (5) days following said election.

		Political campaign signs for local elections shall be permitted in any district in any yard area provided they do not exceed thirty (30) square feet in area.  They may be put up fourteen (14) days prior to a primary election and must be removed no later than five (5) days following the general election.  A candidate who is defeated in the primary election must remove his signs five (5) days following said election.  If there is no primary election, the signs may be put up twenty (20) days prior to the general election and must be removed no later than five (5) days following said election.

		601.030.  SIGNS AS TRAFFIC HAZARDS.  No sign may be erected that by reason of position, shape, movement, color, or in any other manner interferes with the proper functioning of a traffic sign or signal or otherwise constitutes a traffic hazard.

		There shall be no use of beamed lights, or similar devices that would so distract automobile traffic as to constitute a safety hazard.

		There shall be no flashing sign or revolving sign in the front set-back area within 125 feet of a street intersection (as measured from intersecting right-of-way  lines) or of a residential district, except where lighting for such signs is indirect or diffused and in no way constitutes a traffic hazard.

		601.040.  PRIVATE TRAFFIC SIGNS.  Private traffic circulation signs in parking lots and pedestrian circulation signs, and traffic warning signs in alleys or other hazardous situations may be permitted provided such individual signs do not exceed 3 square feet, the minimum number necessary for purposes intended is utilized, and such signs are utilized exclusively for purposes intended and permitted.

