CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
June 14 & 15, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson Randy LaFoy and Bill Hullsiek.  

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator; Steve Thatcher, City Engineer

OTHERS PRESENT: Gene Ruehle, Roads Committee, and others.

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Mayor Wingfield: Added Wildwood Park to the agenda.

Council Member LaFoy: Added 1) Century Link update, 2) Plant exchange update and 3) Garage sale update to the agenda.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: U.S. flags have been put out throughout the City for July 4th celebrations. July 4th Parade will start at 9AM and volunteers are still needed - contact Mayor if interested. The Across-the-lake swim will be held on July 2nd at 7AM on Birch Beach. 

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Regular Meeting May 10, 2016 Minutes
B. Approval of Treasurer’s Report
C. Approval of Agreement for Assessment Services: Washington County
MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Roads Committee Member Gene Ruehle: Recommended putting up a flag for the Across-the-lake swim to aid swimmers to the finish line. Stop signs have not been put up yet but Committee is still working on getting this done. The Committee has reached out to MnDot to assist in how to make the City streets safer for pedestrians. The Committee believes that Cedar & Hall streets may be too busy and narrow to improve pedestrian traffic but are looking at possible alternative pedestrian routes. 

Mayor Wingfield: Recommended that the Roads Committee put a priority on installing stop signs. Recommended asking for assistance from a few resident handymen to speed up the installation. 

Council Member Anderson: Trees and brush must be trimmed and utilities marked before the stop signs can be installed. The City must follow this process and is currently waiting on the tree service and Gopher One.  

Mayor Wingfield: Some resident handymen are capable of trimming the trees and brush and should be employed to speed up the process. For those areas affected homes, the home owners should be contacted first. 

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   City Engineer Report: Lift Station Analysis

City Engineer Thatcher: Recommended contracting a 3rd party to monitor the City's lift stations as this will be cheaper than the current arrangement with White Bear Township. Although the City paid for the existing Scada equipment, the City needs to determine who owns it before an alternative method of communication can be used; this would be the most logical next step. Once ownership is known, he can provide recommendations and price estimates for moving forward. Determining lift station capacity is independent from the existing project. Recent lift station reports show an unusual presence of rags and plastic bags in the wet wells, which could shorten the impeller life spans. 

Council Members Hullsiek: Several alternative communication technologies are available, each offering different features and each having different life expectancies. The technology using cell signals may be an efficient short-term solution but a more expensive long-term technology should be considered at some point.  

B.   Home Energy Squad Presentation 
Council Member LaFoy: Introduced Terry Chaney from Neighborhood Energy Connection. This organization partners with Xcel Energy to improve household energy efficiency and LaFoy asked them to present their services to City Council after doing great work servicing his home. If interested, residents may contact Terry to schedule a Home visit or to learn more at 651-328-6226, terryc@thenec.org, or at www.TheNEC.org. 
C.   MS4: Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program Review
1. Public Hearing: Nobody stood.

MOTION WAS MADE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

2. Council Discussion: Administrator Anderson explained what MS4 is and the City's duties with it. The City's storm drains are monitored each year. 
D.   Structure Height Ordinance - Second Reading
	Administrator Anderson: Updated the Mayor and Council on two language options. 
1. Public Hearing: Nobody stood.

MOTION WAS MADE TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

2. Council Deliberation and Adoption: Mayor and Council deliberated over the two proposed language options. The second option is clearer and addresses the intent of the council.  It is also closest to what the DNR has already approved. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO USE OPTION 2 LANGUAGE FOR THE NEW STRUCTURE HEIGHT ORDINANCE UPON APPROVAL FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY IN TOMORROW'S MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.  
E.   LED Update
	Council Member LaFoy: Updated Mayor and Council on LED streetlights. Xcel is already 	replacing burnt out bulbs with LED and has a company goal to replace all street lights in 	this area with LED within the next 2 years. The remaining question is whether the City 	will own the new LEDs and if so if each will have to be metered. 
F.   Right-of-way 
	Council Member LaFoy: He pointed out that the City does not currently have a right-of-	way code and recommends that Council consider one for ease of utility work.
G.   Century Link Update
	Council Member LaFoy: Updated Mayor in Council on Century Link's progress. The 	company is still negotiating with cities in the area and will eventually get to Birchwood 	Village.
H.   City Plant Exchange and Garage Sale Update
	Council Member LaFoy: Both the plant exchange and City-wide garage sale had a good 	turnout. Accordingly, the City should continue with these events in the future. 
I.   Deer Population Update

Administrator Anderson: He updated Mayor and Council with the specifics of DNR's deer population program. White Bear Lake Township partners with Ramsey County to control its deer population - including permitting its residents to bow hunt deer in specific areas of the county.  These areas are far from the Birchwood City limits. 

Mayor & Council Members: Would prefer to get more information from additional neighboring cities. The City should consider partnering with these neighboring communities in these efforts. Administrator Anderson to further contact these communities. 

J.   Wildwood Park
	Administrator Anderson: Builders working on 232 Wildwood have been parking on the 	grass at Wildwood Park but have agreed to resod the area after work has been 	completed and before July 4th celebrations. 
	Mayor & Council Members: These builders need to stop parking on the grass at 	Wildwood Park and start respecting the City and City staff. No parking signs need to be 	put up immediately and the sheriff needs to be called.
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO POSTPONE REMAINING AGENDA ITEMS AND ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 15 7PM MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ENDED AT 8:22PM AND ADJOURNMENT POSTPONED.
JUNE 15th MEETING - CITY COUNCIL MEETING CONTINUED
Mayor Wingfield ended the recess of previous night's Council Meeting and called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
A.   3rd Party Plan Reviewer Sherri Buss: Approval of TKDA Contract for Planning Services
	Mayor Wingfield: After discussions with Sherri Buss (TKDA) and making amendments to the 	proposed contract the council will table this item until July.
B.   Structure Height Ordinance
	Mayor Wingfield: Asked the council to read the summary ordinance for 302.045 with an 	amendment to Section 3 to include a reference to 302.045, subsection 1. She also stated that 	this ordinance was approved by the DNR.
Summary Publication: the City amended City Code § 302.045 which affects the overall structure height limitations, measurements of building height, the calculations from the average grade plane on building sites, and exceptions thereto
               MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 	WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE STRUCTURE HEIGHT ORDINANCE AS EXPLAINED BY 	MAYOR WINGFIELD. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 



ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:15 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
  

ATTEST:


___________________
Mike Anderson
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