CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July12, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson Randy LaFoy and Bill Hullsiek.  

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Schad, Andrew Jackola, Megan Malvey, and others.

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Mayor Wingfield: Added 1) Impervious Surface Policy and 2) White Bear Lake Conservation District Board Member Status to the agenda. Removed below Consent Agenda item C. Approval of Agreement for TKDA: 3rd Party Plan Reviewer for discussion at a later special Workshop.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Steve Shad (130 Cedar St.): Requested that the ordinance that prohibits pets from entering City parks be modified to allow pets into parks that are under control with a leash and cleaned up afterwards. 

Mayor Wingfield: Stated that all of the beaches, except for Kay, allow pets. She noted that other parks do prohibit pets but that perhaps the Council should review the ordinance to make sure it meets the current needs of Birchwood residents. She asked Administrator Anderson to add this topic to next month's City Council Meeting Agenda - specifically for Nordling Park and Tighe Schmitz Park. 

Council Member Anderson: Asked whether Kay Beach should also be added to that discussion. 

Council Members Hullsiek, LaFoy, and Woolstencroft: Agreed that discussions should include Kay Beach.  

Mayor Wingfield: Added that perhaps the Council should address all of the parks. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Village Hall railing has been re-installed and looks great. The July 4th parade was great, as was the swim across the lake. 

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
A.   Approval of Regular Meeting June 14, 2016 Minutes

B.   Approval of Agreement for TKDA: 3rd Party Plan Reviewer

	Removed for discussion at a Special Workshop.

C.   RESOLUTION NO. 2016-07: Approval of Appointment of Election Judges 2016

MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

D.   Approval of Treasurer's Report

	Mayor Wingfield: Asked about the Sewer Fund as it didn't seem to reflect the lift station 	expenses in the report. She also asked why the Interstate Power Systems bill for the generator 	was so expensive since the City doesn't pay tax. She asked Administrator Anderson to itemize 	the special projects / boat fees and to separate that trust money from the City's account.

	Administrator Anderson: Answered that the lift station expenses were placed under the Capital 	Projects fund / Public Works; he will request a revised invoice from Interstate Power Systems 	that doesn't include the tax; and he would itemize the Special Projects / boat fees as requested. 

	MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK 	TO APPROVE THE TREASURER'S REPORT AS DISCUSSED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

	Mayor & Council Members: Discussed the TKDA agreement and any questions or concerns they had about it. 

	Mayor Wingfield: Said she wants a copy of TKDA's procedural paperwork to assure that their process matches Birchwood's needs. TKDA's rate is a considerable increase from what Birchwood currently charges residents for Permits. She is concerned that residents are not going to like the increase in permit rates. She felt that a fee schedule needs to be created/updated to match the new costs. 

	Council Member Woolstencroft: Stated that the Council had agreed that the costs of hiring TKDA would be paid for by the resident seeking the permit. 

	Council Member Hullsiek: Stated that only residents seeking variances or additions to existing structures would require TKDA's services. 

	MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO APPROVE THE TKDA CONTRACT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   Safety Committee Update

Andrew Jackola & Megan Malvey: Presented the Council information and findings for their proposed ordinance regarding sex offenders in Birchwood. 

Steve Shad (130 Cedar St.): Voiced his support for the Safety Committee's draft, stated that it sounded balanced and fair, and urged Council to pass the ordinance.

Mayor Wingfield: Stated that Mahtomedi is also considering a sex-offender ordinance in July and she plans to watch that process closely. She also informed the Committee that Birchwood's own City Attorney must first review this draft and advise Council before they can act on it; Attorney Kantrud has not yet reviewed the Committee's draft and is unable to make the meeting tonight to advise them. 

Council Members LaFoy & Anderson: Stated that the Council could pass a first reading of the draft.

Mayor Wingfield & Council Member Woolstencroft: Recommended waiting for City Attorney Kantrud’s input on the ordinance.  

Megan Malvey: Asked what the Committee could have done to make it a first reading. The Committee submitted the draft to Attorney Kantrud prior to the Council Meeting. 

Mayor Wingfield: Replied that it was in the best interest of the council to wait for input from the City Attorney. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY TO REFER THE SEX OFFENDER ORDINANCE SUBMITTED BY THE SAFETY COMMITTEE TO CITY ATTORNEY KANTRUD FOR REVIEW AND LEGAL ADVICE AT THE AUGUST CITY COUNCIL MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO HAVE THE FIRST READING OF THE SEX OFFENDER ORDINANCE AS PRESENTED BY THE SAFETY COMMITTEE, ALONG WITH THE COMMITTEE'S RATIONAL, AT THE AUGUST CITY COUNCIL MEETING. FOUR AYES AND COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT ABSTAINING. MOTION PASSED.

Council Member Anderson: Stated that even if Attorney Kantrud had reviewed the ordinance, Anderson wouldn't have felt comfortable voting on the ordinance without first receiving legal advice from Kantrud at the City Council meeting. Accordingly, Anderson didn't feel that the ordinance had been delayed. He hopes that when the time comes to read and vote on the ordinance, much more of the City residents will be present.

B.   August and November Meeting Dates to be Rescheduled 
Administrator Anderson: Informed Mayor and Council that Both August and November Council meetings will need to be rescheduled due to elections. He proposed holding the Council meetings either one day later, on a Wednesday, rather than Tuesday, or the Tuesday following the regularly scheduled meeting. Specifically, he suggested either August 10 or 16 and November 9 or 15. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY TO MOVE THE AUGUST CITY COUNCIL MEETING TO WEDNESDAY AUGUST 10. IF A QUORUM CANNOT BE PRESENT ON THE 10TH THEN THE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY AUGUST 11. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 
Mayor Wingfield: Stated that Council will reschedule the November Council meeting at the August Council meeting. 
C.   232 Wildwood Avenue Discussion
Administrator Anderson: Provided a history of the dispute between the City and the contractor at the 232 Wildwood Avenue construction site. 
Mayor Wingfield: Expressed her displeasure at how this dispute ended. The City recognized a potential problem early on at this construction site and attempted to correct it before it became a problem. Despite the City's attempts, damage was caused and the City has been left with the expense of repairing the damage, which it never agreed to nor budgeted for. 
Council Member Hullsiek: Recommended the City rent an aerator and maybe replant some grass seed in an attempt to repair the damage as cheaply as possible. If that doesn't work then the grass can be re-grown in the Fall. He volunteered to take on this project. 
Council Member LaFoy: Added that he would help Council Member Hullsiek with this project. 
Mayor Wingfield: Asked when the no parking signs would be installed. She also asked when the new stop signs would be added. 
Council Member Anderson: Answered that the signs are waiting on Gopher One Call to mark the utility lines so that the signs can be installed. He also stated that the stop signs are waiting for Gopher One Call and will be installed soon. 
D.   Council Member LaFoy Report
1.   LED Lights: Council Member LaFoy updated Council on this project. He is still working on this project but essentially Excel Energy claims that the City has no authority to access to the poles or the lights. 

	2.   Century Link Update: The City is still in negotiations with Century Link. 

E.   Impervious Surface Policy
Mayor Wingfield: Advised the Council that the City's impervious surface policy seems to need adjusting. It seems that Birchwood is the only city that doesn't put pervious surface in the equation for impervious surfaces - it is treated like grass. She asked Administrator Anderson to research Rice Creek and the DNR policies on impervious surfaces. She suggested that TKDA may even be able to provide some guidance on this subject. She asked Anderson to provide his findings at the August Council meeting. 
F.   White Bear Lake Conservation District Board Member Status:    
Mayor Wingfield: Stated that she had heard Jane Harper had left the White Bear Lake Conservation District and asked if others knew anything about this change.
Administrator Anderson: Reminded Council that he notified them at the time of Jane Harper's resignation from the Conservation District Board. 
Mayor Wingfield: Asked that a notice of this vacancy be published in the newspaper and in the next City newsletter.
Council Member LaFoy: Agreed with Mayor's request.  
E.   City Administrator Report 
1.   Lift Station Discussion & Generator Update

GENERATOR UPDATE
 
Administrator Anderson: Advised the Mayor and Council that the lift station generator has been installed and is only awaiting its natural gas to be connected by Xcel Energy. Once the natural gas has been connected, Interstate Power will come out and show the City how to run the monthly generator checks. He has and will continue to involve John Anderson in these meetings as John Anderson will be performing the monthly checks for the City. He also suggested to Council that the City consider screening the generator with a hedge bush.

Mayor Wingfield: Stated that she had spoken to John Manship about the generator and that he advised her that the generator's gas valve and piping are incorrect. The valve has no lock and the piping used is copper, which is a high theft metal. 

Administrator Anderson: Agreed with Manship's advice. He said that he also spoke with Mr. Manship and Manship had recommended using black pipe instead of copper. Anderson will contact Roger from Interstate Power about these issues.  

Council Member LaFoy: Concerned that the generator seems too close to the road and some car could swerve off the road and hit the generator. He also recommends having local artists paint the generator.

Mayor Wingfield: Recommended that a neighborhood meeting be held to decide what the residents living around the generator would like to see happen. 

LIFT STATION DISCUSSION

Administrator Anderson: Updated the Council on lift station expenses and noted that the cost is beginning to decline after the recent repairs. He provided Council with 2 options for moving forward with the City's lift stations and asked Council to determine which option they choose. The first option is to remain with White Bear Township - no change. The second option is to hire an independent contractor to maintain the lift stations instead of White Bear Township. The second option would require that the City purchase its own cellular SCADA software instead of radio signal.

Council Member Woolstencroft: Stated that Council Members must first know what the fee breakdown is for the independent contractor. 

Council Member Hullsiek: Asked if the independent contractor worked alone or had other workers - he is concerned from a liability standpoint. The cellular SCADA system is a reliable system.

Mayor Wingfield: Stated that the City would require any independent contractor to be bonded.

Council Member LaFoy: Stated that it would be worth finding out how much it would cost to have White Bear Township modify their monitoring of Birchwood's lift stations to a cellular format.

Mayor Wingfield: Asked Administrator Anderson to have City Engineer Steve Thatcher provide Council with the cost of having White Bear Township use a cellular format to monitor the City's lift stations. The City already has an obligation to White Bear Township. The City has already resolved one lift station issue, now there is only the issue of failcoms. 

Administrator Anderson: Agreed to follow-up with Steve Thatcher and to keep the Council up to date on any information he receives. 

	2.   Catch Basins Cleaning Approval

Administrator Anderson: Presented a quote from a company to clean out 5 of the City's 10 catch basins. The quote includes the cost of hauling the material 2 hours to the company's disposal site. White Bear Township also disposes its catch basin materials at an off-site location; he doesn't remember where but it is also not close. 

Mayor Wingfield: The City needs to continue to search for alternative dump sites that are closer and less expensive to use. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO KEEP SEEKING QUOTES FOR CATCH BASIN CLEANING SERVICE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

Council Member LaFoy: Stated that it would also be important to follow-up on clean up of the rain garden by the Birch Easement. It has been cleaned out in the past. 

Mayor Wingfield: Said that Rice Creek would have to be contacted to know how often these structures are cleaned out. 

Council Member Anderson: Stated the name of the companies that clean out the City's rain gardens.

Council Member LaFoy: Stated that a standard needs to be created for when to clean these rain gardens.

Council Member Anderson: Stated that a standard should follow the amount of sand dumped on the roads during the winter. 

F.   City Attorney's Report 
City Attorney Kantrud was not present at the meeting. 

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:30 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
  

ATTEST:


___________________
Mike Anderson
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