CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
February 9, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson and Randy LaFoy. Not present: Council member Hullsiek 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator; Alan Kantrud, City Attorney; and Planning Commissioner Doug Danks

OTHERS PRESENT: Residents Megan Malvey and Bryan McGinnis; Jane Harper from the White Bear Lake Water Conservation District 

Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 

Council member LaFoy: added the following subjects to the agenda: 1) adding a bicycle path through the village; 2) LED street lights; and 3) update on Century Link contract.

Mayor Wingfield: added the subject of the White Bear Lake increasing water rates to the agenda.
	
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Resident Megan Malvey: asked the council about 1) why the Nov 22 & 24 special council meeting minutes are not on the City website and where to find those; 2) support for an interim predatory offender residency restriction ordinance; and 3) request for City Attorney Kantrud’s written summary regarding his legal research on the subject of sex offender ordinances. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Common Table is Monday Feb 15 at 5:30pm, everyone is welcome. 

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON. THREE AYES; COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY ABSTAINED. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.    Approval of Treasurer’s Report
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B.   Safe/Exclusion Zone Language Discussion

Public Hearing: No one stood. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED

City Attorney Kantrud: Explained that it is his opinion that language directing the Metropolitan Council on whom it can or cannot accept on the Metro Mobility buses will likely be ineffective. Aside from that language, he advised council to approve the language as written.

Mayor Wingfield: Informed the council that a volunteer committee had borrowed the proposed language from an Iowa ordinance and that the committee approved of the language as written. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO PASS THE SAFE/EXCLUSION ZONE LANGUAGE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED

City Attorney Kantrud: Read out loud the proposed Summary Publication language notifying the public of the new ordinance. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE THE SUMMARY PUBLICATION LANGUAGE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

City Attorney Kantrud: Advised the council to place notice of this ordinance at the entrance to city parks. 

Mayor Wingfield & Council Member LaFoy: Recommended taking this information to the volunteer committee to decide where to post these signs. 

C.   Structure Height Ordinance 302.045

Planning Commissioner Danks: He explained proposed changes to the existing Structure Height Ordinance found in city code 302. He answered council member questions. 

City Attorney Kantrud: Provided his opinion on the proposed changes.

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated on the changes. Sent Planning Commissioner Danks back to the planning commission to address calculation of average roof with the principle structure bottom plane determined the same way as the grade plane calculation, as well as a maximum average elevation change from existing topography and to provide final language for the council to vote on in March. 

D.   Tree Preservation Ordinance

Resident Bryan McGinnis: He explained the proposed Tree Preservation Ordinance. 

	City Attorney Kantrud: Provided his opinion on the proposed ordinance language.

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated on the ordinance. Referred Mr. McGinnis to work with City Attorney Kantrud to revise the proposed ordinance and to provide new language to identify when the code applies to specific tree cutting activity and return to the council for consideration in March.

E.   White Bear Lake Conservation District

Water District Representative Jane Harper: Provided news and statistical update on White Bear Lake and its water levels. Discussed a proposed water district project to augment the lake water and associated issues, such as authority, consequences, costs, and funding. The district has not yet taken a position on the proposed project. She asked for mayor and council member opinion and feedback. 

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated on the proposed project and voiced their opinions and concerns. The consensus was the WBLCD was not the best option to be the fiscal agent for an augmentation project.  The council wanted more information before committing to any augmentation plan.  Administrator Anderson will put the DNR information pamphlet provided in a link on Birchwood City’s website.

F.   Dock Extensions

Mayor and Council Members: Discussed the need to buy dock extensions. Council Member Anderson to purchase the extensions using money from the Special Revenue Fund. 	

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF DOCK EXTENSIONS. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.
	
G.   Railing at City Hall

Council Member Anderson: Updated mayor and council members on this project’s progress. Not yet ready to install the railing. 

H.   Generator at Lift Station #2

Administrator Anderson: Updated mayor and council members on this project’s progress. Recommended one company’s quote to move forward with. This quote included a 60 Kilowatt generator, muffler, concrete pad, and associated electrical work. Total cost is $34,650.00.

Mayor and Council Members: Discussed the recommendation.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDED BID. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

I.   Administrators Report

Administrator Anderson: Reminded mayor and council members of his upcoming vacation. Treasurer Lay will check phone messages regularly and cover the office open business hours. 

J.  City Attorney Report
	
Attorney Kantrud: Updated mayor and council members on the Kay Beach property line litigation. The judge is taking information from both parties under advisement and will either make a ruling or order a new trial. He highly doubts that the judge will order a new trial but in that event, a new trial would not involve the city or affect its rights. 

K.   Bike Paths

	Mayor and Council Members: Discussed the idea of rerouting the City’s bike path.  

L.   LED Street Lights

Mayor and Council Members: Discussed the idea of switching city street lights to LED bulbs. This will save energy and money. 

M.   Century Link Contract

Council Member LaFoy: Informed mayor and council members that renegotiations with the Century Link contract are still ongoing. 

N.   White Bear Lake Water Rate

Mayor Wingfield: White Bear Lake has notified the City that it has restructured its water rates. Rates will now vary between summer and winter and this does not match Birchwood’s billing structure. She has asked the water committee to reconvene to discuss these changes and its effects on Birchwood. 

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LAFOY AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:04 P.M.
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Mary Wingfield
Mayor
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