CITY OF BIRCHWOOD VILLAGE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 12, 2016
 
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Mary Wingfield; Council members: Kevin Woolstencroft, Mark Anderson, and Bill Hullsiek. Not present: Council member Randy LaFoy. 

STAFF PRESENT: Mike Anderson, City Administrator and Alan Kantrud, City Attorney.

OTHERS PRESENT: Residents Bryan McGinnis, Alan Mitchell, Eugene Ruehle, Mary Sue Simmons, Ben & Chris Creagh, Megan & Ryan Malvey, Mary Rollinger, Debbie Harrod, Casey Potter, Len Pratt, Doug Danks, and others.
Mayor Wingfield called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA APPROVAL: 
	
Mayor Wingfield: added the subject of the MS4 Report – public hearing for May City Council meeting

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO APROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM: 

Resident Bryan McGinnis: He is opposed to augmenting White Bear Lake. He recommends the City hire a dedicated Planner/consultant planner.   

Resident Alan Mitchell: He announced upcoming Music-in-the-Park details. 

Resident Eugene Ruehle: Announced and introduced Street Committee’s newest member, Ben Creagh.

Resident Mary Sue Simmons: Update on Birchwood Dock Assoc. Spring meeting. Docks will be put in the water April 16th or 23rd.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Wingfield acknowledged the accomplishments and hard work of former Washington County Commissioner Ted Bearth who passed away last month.

Mayor Wingfield reminded the public of the Jacob Wetterling Presentation on April 19th at St. Andrew’s Church, 6:30-7:15pm. This is free of charge and is sponsored by the City of Birchwood, White Bear Lake Community Ed & Mahtomedi public schools. The presentation will also be televised and rebroadcasted.

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

A. Variance Request – 195 Wildwood Avenue – Nancy Calderon. 
Administrator Anderson: Informed Council of the planning commission’s recommendation for approval of a variance petition of a 5 foot side yard (from the 10 foot requirement) requirement in Code Section 302.020.2 for a garage at 195 Wildwood Ave, owner Nancy Calderon. Commission voted 4-0 in favor of the variance and neighbors have voiced their support for the project with the City. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO APPROVE THE 5 FOOT SETBACK VARIANCE. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B. Variance Request – 435 Hall Avenue – Jeff Boldt.

Administrator Anderson: Informed Council of the planning commission’s recommendation for approval of a variance petition to allow an increase percentage of slopes from city code 302.055.2.a.5 which allows for a max fill or excavated slope to be no more than 30%, for 435 Hall Ave, owner Jeff Boldt. Commission voted 4-0 in favor of the variance. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT TO APPROVE THE SLOPE VARIANCE, REQUIRING OWNERS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY FUTURE SLOPE FAILURES. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS – CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

CITY BUSINESS - REGULAR AGENDA

A.   Hall Avenue / Cedar Street Speed Signs
	Mayor Wingfield: Provided a historical background behind this discussion.  
	Resident Ben Creagh: Requested City installs a full pedestrian-friendly path along Hall Avenue.
Resident Megan & Ryan Malvey: Supported Ben Creagh’s request and urged City Council to consider developing pedestrian trails throughout the Village and pursue grants to do so. 
Resident Mary Rollinger: Urged City Council to consider methods for slowing down the speed of vehicles through the Village.
Resident Debbie Harrod: Supports everyone else’s comments about making Cedar Street / Hall Ave pedestrian friendly. 
Resident Casey Potter: Added her support to adding a safe pedestrian lane along Cedar Street / Hall Ave to the City Park. 
Resident Chris Creagh: Supports pedestrian-friendly path along Cedar / Hall. 
Unknown Resident at Birchwood Ct.: Added that speeding cyclists are also a safety problem for pedestrians along Cedar / Hall and that any pedestrian lane should account for those. 
Resident Alan Mitchell: Urged Council not to make assumptions on this issue but to research it well and think outside the box before making a decision. 
Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated putting in stop signs along Cedar / Hall at crosswalks. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK TO AUTHORIZE THE ROADS COMMITTEE TO SPEND UP TO $1,000 TO MITIGATE SPEEDING TRAFFIC THROUGH BIRCHWOOD. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

B.   Approval of Treasurer’s Report
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOLSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORT. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

C.   Tree Preservation Language  

Resident Bryan McGinnis: Discussed language changes to proposed code.

Attorney Kantrud, Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated proposed clear cut and tree replacement language. Postponed the first reading until May, after the Planning Commission has reviewed the Mayor’s suggested revisions and that approved language has been made available to the public in May’s Council Meeting packet. 

Alan Mitchell: He cautioned Council Members to follow city procedure regarding the deliberation of proposed codes; namely that each proposed version of the language should be included in the Council packet for the public to review and readings should only take place after the public has had plenty of time to review each proposed language. Also, he urged Council to consider publishing the entire code or at least a more descriptive summary than currently proposed. 

Mayor & Council Members: In the future, agenda items will be struck from the meeting if supporting documentation is not provided in the packet. 

D.   Structure Height Language 
	
	Mayor Wingfield: DNR is not ready to approve this language; they felt it was too complicated. 

Planning Commissioner Danks: He welcomed the DNR to attend next Planning Commission meeting but urged Council not to rely too much on the DNR and instead allow the commission to write the language. This is more of a review and oversight problem than a language problem.
	
Attorney Kantrud: He suggested that Council involve the DNR and table discussions until DNR’s participation could be included but only after Council can answer DNR’s questions. 

Planning Commissioner Pratt: He suggested hiring a third-party planning/zoning firm to review all related permit applications; fee to be paid for by the applicant. A committee should be created, including members of the Planning Commission and the third-party firm, to review applications. He sought permission to be given to the Planning Commission to seek out three third-party firm candidates. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated proposals. Suggested Attorney Kantrud speaks to the DNR directly regarding DNR questions before making any decisions. Planning Commission is welcome to vet third-party candidates to present to the Council for consideration. This topic will be tabled until May’s Council meeting. 
	
E.   Water Rate Discussion  

Mayor Wingfield: Provided a summary of past rate increases to Birchwood’s water supply.  The water committee will study the issue of the 2017 rate increase by White Bear Lake in the fall and report back to the council.

F.   Sheriff’s Report

Mayor Wingfield: Provided a summary of Sheriff activity within Birchwood. 

G.   Kayak Racks

Administrator Anderson: Existing kayak racks have filled up quickly this year. He recommended Council consider creating additional racks at popular beaches, such as Dellwood Beach. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated the suggestion and agreed to have Administrator Anderson have new racks built at both Birch and Dellwood beaches. 

H.   Metropolitan Council – Supporting Principles

Mayor Wingfield: She recommended Council vote to approve the efforts by Dakota and Scott Counties to redesign the way Met Council members are appointed. 

Mayor and Council Members: Deliberated on the recommendation.

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE DAKOTA COUNTY’S RESOLUTION REGARDING THE MET COUNCIL. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. 

I.   Speed Signs & 4-Way Intersections

Mayor & Council Members: Other traffic calming options will be reviewed after the Roads Committee takes action on stop signs and makes further recommendations.

J.   MS4 Report

MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR WINGFIELD AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE A PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD AT MAY’S COUNCIL MEETING REGARDING MS4 REPORTING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.  

Notice of this public hearing to be published in the White Bear Press.

K.   City Administrator Report 

CITY BRANDING
Administrator Anderson: Proposed reaching out to local college/university Graphic Design students to update the City logo. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated on and approved this idea if costs were minimal.  

HALLS MARSH UPDATE
Administrator Anderson: He updated Council on Halls Marsh. 

GENERATOR UPDATE
Administrator Anderson: After deeper inspection of the City’s lift stations, the contractor doesn’t believe a 60 kilowatt generator is not strong enough to start the pumps and they recommend now a 70 kilowatt generator. 

Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated on the proposed change to generator size. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HULLSIEK AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO APPROVE AN INCREASE OF UP TO $3,000 FOR A 70 KILOWATT GENERATOR. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED.

L.   Additions

BUILDING PERSONNEL/PLAN REVIEWER
Attorney Kantrud, Mayor & Council Members: Deliberated on progress with hiring a building/planning person/firm.

LED STREET LIGHTS
Mayor & Council Members: Are interested in obtaining costs associated with installing new City LED street lights and poles. Council members would like details regarding what Xcel will permit on their poles, which will be providing installation and service, and how the energy use is metered.

M.  City Attorney Report
	
Attorney Kantrud: Updated council on lift station repairs. The engineer needs more time to put forward a report on this issue. Also provided status on the easement law suit – no update.  

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER WOOSTENCROFT AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. ALL AYES. MOTION PASSED. MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:41 P.M.





___________________
Mary Wingfield
Mayor
  

ATTEST:


___________________
Mike Anderson
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