202.  CITY PLUMBING AND SEWAGE SYSTEM 


202.010. PLUMBING INSPECTOR: APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS.  The City Council may appoint a Plumbing Inspector.  The person appointed to the position of Plumbing Inspector shall be knowledgeable in approved methods of plumbing construction, the statutes of the State of Minnesota relating to plumbing work and the Minnesota Plumbing Code as adopted by the Minnesota State Board of Health as amended. 

The Plumbing Inspector shall not inspect his/her own work.  Another licensed inspector must perform such inspections.

202.020. PLUMBING INSPECTOR: POWER AND DUTIES.  It shall be the duty of the Plumbing Inspector to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  The Plumbing Inspector shall inspect all of the work relative to or incidental with the installation of plumbing or sewage equipment of any kind.

When the installation of any such plumbing or disposal systems or material used is found to be in a dangerous or unsafe condition, he/she shall notify the person owning, using, operating or installing the same to place such defective plumbing or sewer installations in a safe condition and he/she shall immediately place a notice in a conspicuous place upon such dangerous or unsafe construction stating that the workmanship, design or material is unsafe and that it shall not be used until it is put in a safe condition.  It shall be unlawful to use said installation or materials until it has been placed in a safe condition and has been inspected and approved by the Plumbing Inspector. 

The Plumbing Inspector shall have the right during reasonable hours to enter any building in the discharge of his/her duties or for the purpose of making any inspection which he/she might deem necessary in the performance of his/her particular duties.

The Plumbing Inspector shall, when necessary, call upon the police for assistance in enforcing any of the provisions of this Code. 

The Plumbing Inspector shall have authority to recommend the employment by the governing body of such technical or expert consultants as might become necessary to ensure proper construction and public safety. 

202.030.  PERMIT REQUIRED.  No alterations or additions shall be made to the existing plumbing in any building, no plumbing shall be placed in any building, and no sewage disposal system shall be constructed without first securing a permit except when the value of such work and material does not exceed $ 1,000.00. 

Any permit issued shall become invalid after ninety (90) days from the date of issuance unless the work for which the permit was issued has been started.  This time limit may be extended by the City Council if application for extension is made in writing prior to the permit expiration date.  All sewer services shall be installed by a plumber licensed by the State of Minnesota and bonded to the City of Birchwood Village. 

Any owner, occupant or licensed plumber may install, repair or make alteration to the building drain or building sewer lines provided that said construction is conducted under the regulations of this ordinance. Prior to receiving a permit for plumbing work, as outlined herein, a satisfactory showing must be made that such plumber, excavator, or sewer installer is carrying liability insurance with an accredited company with the City of Birchwood Village as one of the assured in such policy insuring the City of Birchwood against loss in the sum of $100,000.00 and $300,000.00 as customarily provided in such policies. Plumbers, excavators, and sewer installers shall post a $2,000.00 bond. 

Upon completed of any work completed outside of the residential property, the licensed individual that received the permit must submit to the City a document indicating the kind and size of pipe, the kind of joint used, the length of sewer installed, the depth at the street, the depth at the house, and/or the distance from either side of the house where the connection is made to the house plumbing. 

202.040.  PERMIT FEES.  Permit fees for sanitary sewer construction, connection, enlargement, alteration, and/or repair shall be set, regulated, and/or changed by the City Council in its sole and absolute discretion.

Any person beginning work without first obtaining a permit shall be required to pay double the established fees. 

202.050.  MINNESOTA PLUMBING CODE ADOPTED.  Except as specifically stated in this chapter, the Plumbing Inspector shall follow and enforce the provisions of the Minnesota Plumbing  Code. 

202.060.  USE OF PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM REQUIRED.  To protect the general health and welfare of the City, it is required that the liquid wastes from any plumbing system of any residence, dwelling or building be discharged into the public sewer system.  Outside toilets or cesspools are not permitted.  This does not prohibit the use of portable chemical toilet facilities on public property or construction sites.  

202.070.  CONNECTING TO SEWER LINE.  No connection shall be made to any sanitary sewer serving the property of any person or occupants of the land, parcel or buildings affected unless all assessments for such sewer, or such installments due and payable, have been paid  in full, and unless such owner, occupant or user has paid or provided for the payment of the full and  proportionate share of the utility, which share shall be payable as follows: 

1.  For service to the property for which a sewer service line has not been previously installed from the main sewer line to the property line, the owner, occupant or user shall contract with a licensed plumber for the installation of said line and all payments required shall be assumed by the owner, occupant, or user.  Only plumbers bonded to operate in the City shall be allowed to install service lines within public right-of-way.

2.  For service to property outside of the City, the owner, occupant or user shall pay to the City at the time of application for permit an amount not less than the payments made by or charges placed against comparable properties for like service within the City in an amount as may be established by the City Council. 

202.071.  MULTIPLE CONNECTIONS.  Multiple connections of more than one building to a single building sewer or sewer service line shall be permitted only by special application to the City.  These types of multiple connections are strongly discouraged and shall be stringently reviewed by the City Building Official, City Engineer, Planning Commission and City Council.  The applicant shall submit a detailed sketch showing location, grades and special structures to the City Engineer for review prior to applying for a permit.  All costs involved for the engineering review shall be paid by the applicant along with the other required fees at the time of issuance of the permit.  The charge for the cost of the trunk lines, lift station, force mains and disposal facilities shall be levied against each property sought to be connected either through single sewer services or multiple connections. 

202.072. SERVICE RESPONSIBILITY. The sanitary sewer service shall be installed, maintained and repaired by the property owner that is served. The service shall include the sanitary sewer at the connection point to the main and any service main and appurtenances from that point to the connection to the residential property. 

 	202.080.  EXCAVATING WORK.    

1.  All installation work or repair of connections to the sewer system including grades, bends, and backfilling shall be inspected by the Plumbing Inspector. All work and excavations shall be protected by barricades and warning markers and lights reasonable and suitable for the purpose.  The City shall be held harmless of any claim or loss as might otherwise arise for damage, loss or injury caused by or arising by reason of such work being performed.

2.   No digging in any City street shall be permitted except by special written permission from the City. Backfilling shall be thoroughly compacted by mechanical means to 100% Standard Proctor density. The top 12 inches of the excavation shall be backfilled with Minnesota Department of Transportation Class 5 gravel base material. The base shall be compacted and a 3.5 inch thick bituminous surface (placed in two lifts) shall be installed with the Minnesota Department of Transportation Specification No. 2341. 
 
3.  The plumbing contractor shall be responsible for restoring the city street in accordance with the paragraph above and shall furnish a deposit in an amount set by the City Council to assure compliance.  Said deposit shall be used to correct any deficiencies. If the cost of repairs exceeds the amount on deposit with the City, the plumbing contractor shall be liable to the City for any additional cost.  After 16 months the City Treasurer shall refund the plumbing contractor or his designee any remaining balance of the deposit which has not been used for the repair of the city street.

4.  No work shall be covered or backfilled until authorized by the Plumbing Inspector.  Before authorizing the covering of any work, the Plumbing Inspector shall establish the horizontal and vertical locations of installed service laterals.  The Plumbing Inspector may elect to accept data provided by the contractor or owner to establish the location of the service lateral.  The City may order the owner to uncover any service lateral for which the horizontal and vertical locations have not been determined prior to covering and the City may withhold the entire deposit until the information is provided and may pursue other remedies for violation of this provision.  


202.090.  CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS.  All building sewers and sewer service lines (non-pressure) shall be polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe meeting the requirements of ASTM D1784 and D3034, with an SDR of 35, or ASTM F789 and D3034, and have push-on joints with elastomeric gaskets.  All pressure pipes shall be SDR 26.  Individual service lines shall be not less than 4 inches in diameter and shall be placed at a uniform grade of not less than 1/4 of an inch per foot.  Clean-outs shall be provided at each change in direction greater than 45 degrees from the direction of flow and at intervals not to exceed 100 feet.  Multiple connections of more than one building shall be approved only by the City Engineer as described under 202.071.  No interconnection of the existing private sewer system shall remain upon connection to the public system.  If a sewer service connection is such that gravity flow to the public sewer main is available and a sewage lift pump is presently used, said sewage lift  pump shall be disconnected, discontinued, and removed from service. 

202.100.  STORM WATER.  It shall be unlawful for any owner, occupant or user of any premises to direct into or allow any storm water, surface water, ground water or water from air conditioning systems, hot tubs, swimming pools, sump pumps, or the like to drain into the sanitary sewer of the City. 

202.110.  SEWERAGE USE RATES.  A sewerage use rate is hereby imposed upon each premise served by the sewerage system or otherwise discharging sewage into the sewerage system.  The sewerage use rates shall be figured on a quarterly basis and shall be established from time to time by resolution of the City Council. 

202.120.  BILLING REGULATIONS.  The City Clerk or other designated person shall compute the amount due to the City for sewerage use and render a statement quarterly.  All current sewer bills paid on or before the first day of the new quarter shall be paid at the net rate and those sewer bills paid after the due date, shall be charged a penalty as set by the City Council.

202.130.  SEWER FUND.  All funds received from the collection of assessments, connection charges, and sewerage use rates shall be deposited within fourteen (14) days after the receipt thereof and kept by the City as a separate and distinct fund which shall be known as the "Sewer Fund".  These funds shall be used for the payment of all costs incurred by the City in connection with the construction, maintenance and operation of the sanitary sewer system within the City.  Any excess received shall be used for retiring indebtedness incurred for the construction of such sewage disposal system.

202.140.  COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT CHARGES.  Each charge levied by and pursuant to this code is hereby made a lien upon the corresponding lot, land, parcel or premise served by a connection to the sewer system of the City.  All such charges which are on July 3lst of each year more than 30 days past due and having been properly billed to the occupant of the premises served, shall be certified by the City to the County Auditor of Washington County each year.  The City, in so certifying such charges to the County Auditor, shall specify the amount thereof, the description of the premises served, and the name of the owner thereof.  The amount so certified shall be extended by the County Auditor on the tax rolls against such premises in the same manner as other taxes and collected by the County Treasurer and paid to the City along with other taxes. 

202.150.  SEPARABILITY OF SECTIONS.  If any portion of this Code shall be held invalid, the invalidity of such portion shall not affect the validity of the other provisions of this code which shall continue in full force and effect. 

202.160.  VARIANCES.  Where there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the provisions of this Code, the Council shall have the power to vary the requirements of this Code in harmony with the general purpose and intent thereof, so that the public health, safety and general welfare may be secured and substantial justice done. 

202.170.  ENTRY UPON PRIVATE PROPERTY.  The City Engineer and other duly authorized employees of the City, bearing proper credentials and identification, shall at reasonable times be permitted to enter upon all properties for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing in connection with the operation of the municipal sanitary sewer system. 
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