
May 13, 2008

The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held Tuesday, May 13, 2008.

Present were Mayor LaFoy, Councilmembers Fleck, Jann, Mueller, Clerk Weber, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Kristie Elfering, Alan Mitchell, Mary Wingfield, John Wertish, Torre Heiland, Doug Danks, Tony Sampiar, Shirley Ruehle, James Simning, Michelle Atakpu, Margie Nelson, Jim Nelson, Erica Peterson, Chad Peterson and Larry Mahoney.

Absent:  Councilmember Brunner.

Mayor LaFoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue

Operating



  8,403.10

Fidelity



270,237.34






Jumbo CD



 35,824.70





Water






Operating



(14,754.76)






Savings Account


  6,714.12






CD




 30,405.00





Sewer






Operating



 22,090.55






Savings Account


 12,654.17






CD




177,942.51






Fidelity



 61,475.23






Jumbo CD



 28,350.59





Diseased Tree



  3,786.35





Capital Projects



  3,987.22





Capital Projects CD


 17,607.58





Capital Projects Jumbo CD

 35,824.70





Capital Projects Fidelity

112,885.51





Public Works Fidelity


 41,850.70




Playground Fidelity


      0.00

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approval of Agenda

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Add the following to the agenda:  Mayor - discussion of donation for 4th of July fireworks: Clerk – insurance waiver form and hall use by the White Bear Center for the Arts.

3. Comments from the Public

· James Simning, 310 Wildwood Avenue stated his displeasure over the positioning of the Birch Beach dock.  Council so noted his statement.

4. Xcel Customer Service John Wertish

· Questions/answers – Franchise Agreement.  Council and John discussed some of the issues that had been brought before him some time ago – placement of some poles in the City, double poles in some spots and unusual amount of power outages for a few residents on Oakridge.  These issues have been address by Xcel and corrected where possible.  The Electric and Gas Franchise Ordinances were also discussed.  Council requested a cost estimate to move the poles that impede sight at intersections and a ballpark figure for burying electric lines in the City.  Council requested the Clerk publish both ordinances for Public Hearing at the June meeting.

5. Torre Heiland

· Waste Management/pickup discussion.  Torre presented some information to the Council: trash day change to Thursdays, with recycling remaining every other Monday, yards waste subscription, and billing.

6. Erika and Chad Peterson

· Tree inventory project.  Chad presented his plan to the Council and answered questions about the proposed project.  Mayor LaFoy will write a letter expressing the excitement and support of the Council for Chad’s proposed plan.  Chad will report to the Council periodically on the progress and status of his project.

7. Steve Dean

· Diseased Tree inspection.  Steve and Council discussed the expectations of this appointment.  Steve will inspect the entire city twice a year for $300/per time.  He will do follow-up inspections of any marked trees to make sure they have been disposed of properly.  The staff will notify residents when a diseased tree has been marked on their property stating the conditions of the disposal of it.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Appoint Steve Dean as Birchwood’s tree inspector.

8. Public Hearing

· Public input into the 2010 Comprehensive Plan for the City.  Mayor LaFoy opened the Public Hearing.  Doug Danks from the Planning Commission reported comments from the Commission and the draft plan will be changed to reflect these comments.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Close the Public Hearing.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Adopt the Draft 2010 Comprehensive Plan for the City of Birchwood, incorporating Planning Commission changes.  Send the draft to the required governmental agencies for review and comment.

9. Engineer Elfering

· Bids for 2008 Sanitary Sewer Rehab.  Correspondence from Kristie dated, 5/9/08, outlines the project costs:  Insituform Technologies (sewer lining) - $272,690.00; ESS Brothers (repair of upper area of manhole rings) - $24,654.75; Capra’s Utilities, Inc (sewer spot repair) - $9,275.00; overhead costs - $77,154.94 for a total of $383,774.69 or an assessment amount to each of 130 residents of $1476.06.  The different aspects of the project were discussed.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Adopt Resolution 2008-5 – A Resolution Establishing the Date For The Assessment Hearing For The 2008 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project.  The Public Hearing date is set for 6/10/08.  (Resolution 2008-5 is attached to the minutes.)

· Bids for Catch Basins.  Three quotes have been received for the replacement of 3 existing storm sewer structures – Kristie’s correspondence dated 5/8/08.  This project was discussed by the Council in the fall and deemed necessary.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Accept the low bid of Kevitt Excavating, LLC for the amount of $16,300.00 to replace 3 existing storm sewer structures.

· Approve Plans and Specs for crack sealing and sealcoating.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Approve the Plans and Specs for the 2008 Seal Coat and Crack Sealing project.

· Water update.  Kristie’s memo dated 5/8/08 was discussed.  Stepaniak Construction did not provide a quote and the hydrant at the hockey rink has been turned off because it is leaking.  A quote will be coming.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Approve an amount of up to $6,000.00 to install a smaller, less expensive hydrant at the rink.  This hydrant may be more user friendly for the rink workers.

· Street repair at Wildwood water break.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Authorize the repair of Wildwood Avenue at the water break area ($2,940.00) and repair, if needed, in the 400 block of Wildwood Avenue reported by Fleck up to a total amount of $4,000.00

10. Minutes

M/Fleck S/Mueller/Passed.  Approve the minutes as presented and place on file.

11. Bills

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Passed.  Pay the May bills.

12. Clerk

· Correspondence from RCWD dated, 5/7/08, requesting each City in the district to provide a member to participate in the process of the Watershed Plan update was noted and placed on file.

· Correspondence from Ramsey-Washington Cable Commission dated, 4/11/08, declaring the annual franchise fee distribution of $4,724.22 was noted.

· Info for Council – competitive bidding requirement has been raised from $50,000.00 to $100,000.00.

· Reference was made to several letters from Eckberg, Lammers.  These will be filed.

· Letter from City of Mahtomedi dated, 5/12/08, announcing an open house to review progress on the City’s Comprehensive Plan update was noted.

· Joint Powers Agreement between Town of WB and Birchwood.

M/Mueller S/Fleck/Passed.  Authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Joint Powers Agreement in regard to the sanitary sewer improvements to a portion of the Township’s street – East County Line Road.

· Municipal Water System Conservation Ordinance.  At the April meeting, the Clerk was asked to present a water conservation ordinance in May for the Council to consider.  After discussion, the Council decided this was not a necessary action to take.

M/LaFoy S/Mueller/Failed.  Set a Public Hearing for the June meeting to consider an ordinance requiring a water ban during certain times of the day during the summer months.  Naye:  Jann, Fleck

· BF Lauzon contracts (1) Plowing (2) Mowing, cleanup summer season (3) Hall cleaning (4) Locate services) - the indemnity, insurance and independent contractor clauses requested by the Council have been added to the contracts.

M/Fleck S/Mueller/Passed.  Approve the contracts (1) Plowing – 2008-2010 seasons; (2) Mowing, cleanup summer season – 2008 – 2009 seasons; (3) Cleaning of hall with BF Lauzon.

· BF Lauzon – Locate Services.  Lauzon’s insurance company provided information to the Council in regard to him being insured for this service if he provides it.  His charge will be $48/hr.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Approve the appointment of Brian Lauzon to perform the locate services for the City.

· Assessor search information.  Clerk spoke to Kevin Corbid, Washington County Assessor’s office about Birchwood’s desire to hire a private assessor.  Kevin requested some time at the June meeting to address the Council about this issue.  Pat Poshek, has shown interest in doing the assessing in the City so he will also be invited to attend a meeting.

· Appreciation lunch for WB Public Works/Engineering staff report.  The luncheon went well and was greatly appreciated by all.

· Liability Coverage – Waiver Form

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  The City does not waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minnesota Statutes 466.04.

13. Mayor

· WBLCD Appointment.  Representative Greg Donovan’s appointment will expire on June 30th.  Tony Sampair, 409 Lake Avenue and Doug Danks, 142 Wildwood Avenue expressed an interest in that appointment and submitted information to the Council.  Council discussed the appointment with both candidates.  Shirley Ruehle, 262 Wildwood Avenue, Alan Mitchell, 23 Oakridge Drive and Dick Galena, 317 Wildwood Avenue, also addressed the Council.  

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Appoint Doug Danks as our representative to the WBLCD.  Naye:  Jann

· Fireworks donation.  Defer action to the June meeting

· City logo – Birch trees.  Will talk to a trademark attorney about this logo.

· Defibrillator.  We have not received a grant to purchase this item.

14. Councilmembers

Jann

· Parks improvements – A quote was received from BF Lauzon to improve the softball field.  The total quote is $7,046.00 with $4,278.00 for the red ball diamond aggregate.

M/Jann S/LaFoy/Passed.  Accept the quote from BF Lauzon to improve the softball field at Tighe Schmitz Park for the amount of $7,046.00.  Naye:  Fleck

· Grotto steps need repair.  The Clerk was asked to contact BF Lauzon to have the repair done.

· A grouping of signs at each easement was looked at last fall and may be able to be done at this time.  The Clerk will start the process of the feasibility of this project.

Mueller

· Councilmember Mueller will bring the Rental Property Ordinance before the Council again in June.

15. Old Business

16. New Business

17. Adjournment

M/Mueller S/Fleck/Passed.  Adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine M. Weber

City Clerk

