
July 8, 2008

The regular meeting of the Birchwood City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, 2008.

Present were Mayor LaFoy, Councilmembers Fleck, Brunner, Clerk Weber, Treasurer Hildebrand, Engineer Nathan Boerboom, Greg Donovan, Les Dahm, Mary Wingfield, Todd Smith and Patrick Poshek.

Absent:  Councilmembers Jann and Mueller.

Mayor LaFoy called the meeting to order.

Treasurer Hildebrand reported balances of:





General Revenue






Operating



 39,411.41






Fidelity



206,343.65






Jumbo CD



 35,824.70





Water






Operating



(11,191.62)






Savings Account


  6,714.22






CD




 30,405.00





Sewer






Operating



 29,721.75






Savings Account


 12,654.37






CD




100,000.00






Fidelity I



 66,281.49






Jumbo CD



 28,350.59






Fidelity II



 77,942.51





Diseased Tree



  3,786.41





Capital Projects



  3,987.28





Capital Projects CD


 17,607.58





Capital Projects Jumbo CD

 35,824.70





Capital Projects Fidelity

106,751.71





Public Works Fidelity


 42,023.41

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approval of Agenda

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed. Add to Clerk’s agenda:  Resolution for sale of bonds for the 2008 Sewer project; discussion of Executive Session that needs to be held re the Witthaus matter and move discussion of assessing services with Mary Wingfield to 4A.

3. Comments from the public.  There were no comments from the public.

4. Appreciation comments/Greg Donovan and Les Dahm

· Mayor LaFoy presented Greg and Les a symbolic key to the City, along with an appreciation certificate to show our appreciation for their dedicated service to the City.  Greg has served as representative to the WBLCD for 2 ½ terms and Les served as a Councilmember in the late 70’s and early 80’s and also as our Cable Commissioner for the last 18 years.  Both are highly valued volunteers.

4A.  Assessing services for the City of Birchwood Village – Mary Wingfield

· Mary discussed more information with the Council regarding Washington County’s assessing means of assessing and reaching certain results.  She introduced Todd Smith, who owns Smith Appraisal Service in Scandia, and is interested in serving as assessor for the City.  Todd and Council discussed his qualifications and experience.  Council asked him to submit a proposal to be considered.

· Patrick Poshek was in attendance at the meeting and also discussed various aspects of the assessing service with the Council.  Patrick presented his qualifications and proposal to the Council in June.

5.  Engineer Elfering

· Nathan reported the progress being made on the various projects in the City.  The 2008 Sewer Rehab project is scheduled to begin the end of August.

6. Minutes

M/LaFoy S/Brunner/Passed.  Approve the minutes as presented and place on file.

7. Bills

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Pay the July bills.

8. Clerk

· Information from Metro Cities dated 6/08 regarding an election process to fill positions on the Grant Evaluation and Ranking System – Transportation Finance Bill granting authority to 5 counties to form the Counties Transit Improvement Board.  Eligible transit projects will be reviewed.  The Council noted this information.

· Correspondence from RCWD dated, 6/20/08, along with their Annual Report and 2008 Work Plan that was adopted was noted and placed on file.

· Correspondence from WBLCD dated, 6/27/08, along with their 2009 Budget and the Community Apportionment information was noted and placed on file.

· Correspondence from the City of White Bear Lake dated, 6/20/08, along with their proposed Comprehensive Plan update for the City.  This will circulated to Mayor, Council and Engineer to be reviewed for comment by 10/1/08.

· Correspondence from the City of White Bear Lake dated, 6/27/08, amending their Comprehensive Plan to reguide the property at the NW corner of Whittaker Street and unimproved 4th Avenue was discussed.  Council has no concerns.

· Email from Planner Sam Crosby dated, 7/1/08, regarding an amended CUP for the property at 367 Wildwood Avenue, was noted and placed on file.

· Letter from Attorney Golembeck to Attorney Snyder dated, 6/16/08, along with a copy of the Court’s decision in the Witthaus matter was noted.  An Executive Session needs to be scheduled.  

· Letter from Attorney Kelly dated, 6/30/08, to Judge Jessen in the matter of the application of Sampair was noted and placed on file.

· Email from Attorney Kelly dated, 7/8/08, regarding the Sampair matter was noted and placed on file.

· Painting of hall.  More information needed in order to address.

· Budget Committee:  Jackie, Kathy, and a third person to be determined.

· Election Judges for 2008:  Liz Nordling, Jeannie Bertram, Gretchen Davidson, Linda Moore, Karen Krahn and Shirley Ramstad.

M/Fleck S/LaFoy/Passed.  Approve the list of election judges presented.

· Expenditure Report.  A reminder to review the information.

· Resolution accepting offer on sale of a $192,000 General Obligation Improvement Bond

M/Brunner S/Fleck/Passed.  Approve resolution accepting offer on sale of a $192,000 General Obligation Improvement Bond, Series 2008 providing for its issuance and levying a tax for the payment there of and authorizing the signature of the Mayor, Clerk and Treasurer where appropriate.  Aye:  LaFoy, Brunner, Fleck.  Naye:  None

9. Mayor

· Amendment to Code 502.040 – No Parking.  Randy discussed his rational behind requesting this code amendment – 2:00 a.m. – 7:00 a.m., instead of 8:00 a.m.

M/LaFoy S/Fleck/Passed.  Schedule a Public Hearing for this code amendment for the August 12 meeting.

· Xcel Energy will be doing an energy audit of the hall for $200.

· A Cable Commissioner needs to be appointed to replace Les Dahm.

M/Fleck S/Brunner/Passed.  Appoint Mayor Randy LaFoy to the Cable Commission as Birchwood’s representative.

· Expressed appreciation to the donors for the art handing in the hall.

10. Councilmembers





Mueller

· Rental property requirements/license procedure.  Deferred to the August meeting.

Brunner

· Amendment of ordinances to align with the WBL – Codes 203. – 205. and 308.  Will be talking to Inspector Eggan about this and hopes to be able schedule a Public Hearing for the changes in September

11. Old Business

12. New Business

13. Adjournment

M/Fleck S/Brunner/Passed.  Adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Katherine M. Weber

City Clerk

